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The essays focus on the work of Vladimir Jankélévitch as a moral philosopher,
particularly that aspect of his work dealing with the question of forgiveness.
They treat topics such as the place of moral philosophy in relation to his work as
a whole, his relationship to contemporary French thought, and the backgrounds
of classical Judaic tradition and world literature. The centerpiece of this tableau
is Jankélévitch’s book Le Pardon (Forgiveness).

Chief among the distinguishing characteristics is its rigorous defense of what
might be termed a forgiveness free of the entanglements that taint the common
understanding of forgiveness—what Jankélévitch refers to as pseudo-forgiveness.
The advocacy of forgiveness in the name of political or social expediency, as
well as the psychological benefit for the victim, are similarly repudiated.

In their place, Jankélévitch substitutes a radical forgiveness that is “initial,
sudden, spontaneous”—not able to erase the past, but able to create a new future
and, thereby, a new relationship to the past. He does not permit even this future,
however, to serve as forgiveness’s justification. For him, beyond all
justifications, beyond justice itself, forgiveness is a gift akin to love.
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The essays focus on the work of Vladimir Jankélévitch as a moral philosopher, particularly that aspect of his
work dealing with the question of forgiveness. They treat topics such as the place of moral philosophy in
relation to his work as a whole, his relationship to contemporary French thought, and the backgrounds of
classical Judaic tradition and world literature. The centerpiece of this tableau is Jankélévitch’s book Le
Pardon (Forgiveness).

Chief among the distinguishing characteristics is its rigorous defense of what might be termed a forgiveness
free of the entanglements that taint the common understanding of forgiveness—what Jankélévitch refers to
as pseudo-forgiveness. The advocacy of forgiveness in the name of political or social expediency, as well as
the psychological benefit for the victim, are similarly repudiated.

In their place, Jankélévitch substitutes a radical forgiveness that is “initial, sudden, spontaneous”—not able
to erase the past, but able to create a new future and, thereby, a new relationship to the past. He does not
permit even this future, however, to serve as forgiveness’s justification. For him, beyond all justifications,
beyond justice itself, forgiveness is a gift akin to love.
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Editorial Review

Review
A latter-day humanist in the tradition of Montaigne, the essays of the French-Jewish philosopher Vladimir
Jankélévitch display a delicacy of insight and a depth of feeling as applied to the broadest range of
themes—music, laughter, nostalgia, evil, irony and death. In this volume, a distinguished group of
philosophers and historians turn their attention to the essay on forgiveness for which Jankélévitch is best
known. Cast into high relief by the horrors of mid-twentieth century European history, the questions raised
herein retain a moral urgency undiminished by time and no less of relevance today. (Peter E. Gordon,
Amabel B. James Professor of History, Harvard University)

About the Author
Alan Udoff is professor of philosophy and religious studies at St. Francis College. He received his doctorate
degree in philosophy from Georgetown University. His publications include edited volumes on Kafka,
Rosenzweig, and Leo Strauss.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Here thing why this kind of Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Vladimir Jankélévitch and the
Question of Forgiveness in e-book can be your option.

Antione Wilson:

The ability that you get from Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness will be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Vladimir Jankélévitch and the
Question of Forgiveness instantly.



Ilene Bixler:

This Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness is brand-new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Vladimir Jankélévitch and
the Question of Forgiveness can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

John Gravatt:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Vladimir Jankélévitch and the Question of Forgiveness when you needed it?
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