
The Augustan Succession: An Historical
Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History
Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American
Philological Association American Classical
Studies)

By Peter Michael Swan

The Augustan Succession: An Historical Commentary on Cassius Dio's
Roman History Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American Philological
Association American Classical Studies) By Peter Michael Swan

Written in the author's maternal Greek, the Roman History of the third-century
A.D. historian Cassius Dio is our fullest surviving historical source for the reign
of the Emperor Augustus. In The Augustan Succession Peter Michael Swan
provides an ample historical and historiographic commentary on Books 55-56 of
the History. These books recount Augustus's last twenty-three years (9 B.C.-A.D.
14), during which the aging monarch, amid dynastic tragedies and military
setbacks, orchestrated the continuation of the constitutional and imperial system
developed under his leadership, which ended in his transmission of power to his
son-in-law Tiberius. The Augustan Succession is the first commentary since the
eighteenth century to offer full and fresh treatment of this segment of Dio's work.

This commentary pays close critical attention to Dio's historical sources,
methods, and assumptions as it also strives to present him as a figure in his own
right. During a long life (ca. 164-after 229), Dio served as a Roman senator under
seven emperors from Commodus to Severus Alexander, governed three Roman
provinces, and was twice consul. An acute and interested contemporary observer
of wide experience, positioned close to the seat of imperial power, he was a self-
assured personality who embodied deeply conservative political and social views
and prejudices. All these factors inform the pages of Dio's Augustan narrative, as
does, above all, his doctrine that the best remedy for the troubles of his own age
of "rust and iron" was rule on the model of Augustus. This is an historical
commentary on Books 55-56 of Dio's Roman History. These books recount the
last half of the reign of the Emperor Augustus, above all his orchestration of the
first imperial succession. Addressed to both students and scholars, the new
commentary is the first since the eighteenth century to offer full and fresh
treatment of this segment of Dio's work.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The commentary itself is sound and useful. It provides ample information about parallel sources,
discussions in modern literature, legislation, dynastic problems within the Julio-Claudian family,
geographical backgrounds and prosopographical details. An excellent historical commentary on Cassius
Dio's books 55 and 56, which will be of great help to all students and scholars who study the last twenty
years of Augustus' reign." --Gnomon

"[An] extremely thorough and useful new commentary.... This commentary has achieved its objective very
well indeed. Scholars on a very wide range of topics within Augustan history have a valuable and well-
designed new resource. Thanks to the generous scope Swan has given himself, this work is one of those
commentaries that is a historical reference work in itself, above and beyond the purpose of explicating a
given text. Anyone who needs to consult the relevant books of Dio for even a small reference ought certainly
to consult Swan as well."--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"With the publication of this commentary by Peter Michael Swan on books fifty-five and fifty-six of Dio,
those consulting Dio on the Augustan era are very well served.... Any who consult Dio on Augustus will find
themselves in Swan's debt."--New England Classical Journal

About the Author

Peter Michael Swan is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Saskatchewan. He is general
editor of the series "An Historical Commentary on the Roman History of Cassius Dio."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Hanson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Augustan Succession: An Historical
Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American Philological
Association American Classical Studies). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a new book The Augustan Succession: An Historical
Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American Philological
Association American Classical Studies). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till



foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Robert Thomas:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Augustan Succession: An
Historical Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Augustan Succession: An
Historical Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies) become your own starter.

Kelli Valverde:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Augustan Succession:
An Historical Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History Books 55-56 (9 B.C.-A.D. 14) (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies).

Kelly Edge:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the The Augustan Succession: An Historical Commentary on Cassius Dio's Roman History Books 55-56 (9
B.C.-A.D. 14) (American Philological Association American Classical Studies) when you necessary it?
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