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'‘What is the basic building block of the universe? Thales of Miletus was the first
to ask this fundamental, yet to be answered, question in the sixth century B.C.
This book offers an in-depth account of the answers he gave and of his adventure
into many areas of learning: philosophy, science, mathematics and astronomy.
Thales proved that the events of nature were comprehensible to man and could be
explained without the intervention of mythological beings. Henceforth they
became subject to investigation, experiment, questioning and discussion.
Presenting for the first time in the English language a comprehensive study of
Thales of Miletus, Patricia O'Grady brings Thales out of pre-Socratic shadows
into historical illumination and explores why this historical figure has proved to
be of lasting significance.
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'What is the basic building block of the universe? Thales of Miletus was the first to ask this fundamental, yet
to be answered, question in the sixth century B.C. This book offers an in-depth account of the answers he
gave and of his adventure into many areas of learning: philosophy, science, mathematics and astronomy.
Thales proved that the events of nature were comprehensible to man and could be explained without the
intervention of mythological beings. Henceforth they became subject to investigation, experiment,
questioning and discussion. Presenting for the first time in the English language a comprehensive study of
Thales of Miletus, Patricia O'Grady brings Thales out of pre-Socratic shadows into historical illumination
and explores why this historical figure has proved to be of lasting significance.
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Editorial Review

Review

... asubstantial achievement... a compelling case for Thales to be regarded as aworthy founding father of
Western philosophy.' Analytic Teaching 'The strength of O'Grady's book is its comprehensiveness; nothing
relevant to Thales and his legend isleft out, and much that is arcane isincluded... It is the only book-length
treatment of Thales, and will likely remain so. It contains flashes of new information and interpretations of
familiar material. The bibliography is weighted toward English, but is catholic in subject matter, and itself is
an impressive contribution. For such solid reasons scholars should welcome this book.' Journal of the History
of Philosophy 'Chapter Eight, New | deas about the Cosmos, is outstanding. Here the author paints an
inspiring portrait of Thales as the first astronomical scientist... Thales' achievements, which come aive
through O'Grady's comprehensive and sympathetic presentation, are ample justification for calling him the
first ancient Greek scientist and philosopher'. Prudentia ... interesting to anyone studying the emergence of
scientific thought.' Isis
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PatriciaF. O'Grady, Flinders University of South Australia, Australia

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Loretta Faria:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western
Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series). Try to the actual book Thales of Miletus: The
Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series) as your close friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So, let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Michelle Fulk:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Thales of
Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series)? Maybe it isto be
best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?



Irving Dorn:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western
Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series) as the daily resource information.

Stanley Cooper:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you examine a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series)
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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