
Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in
Aboriginal California (Origins of Human
Behavior and Culture)

By Robert L. Bettinger

Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California (Origins
of Human Behavior and Culture) By Robert L. Bettinger

Orderly Anarchy delivers a provocative and innovative reexamination of
sociopolitical evolution among Native American groups in California, a region
known for its wealth of prehistoric languages, populations, and cultural
adaptations. Scholars have tended to emphasize the development of social
complexity and inequality to explain this diversity. Robert L. Bettinger argues
instead that "orderly anarchy," the emergence of small, autonomous groups,
provided a crucial strategy in social organization. Drawing on ethnographic and
archaeological data and evolutionary, economic, and anthropological theory, he
shows that these small groups devised diverse solutions to environmental,
technological, and social obstacles to the intensified use of resources. This book
revises our understanding of how California became the most densely populated
landscape in aboriginal North America.
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Orderly Anarchy delivers a provocative and innovative reexamination of sociopolitical evolution among
Native American groups in California, a region known for its wealth of prehistoric languages, populations,
and cultural adaptations. Scholars have tended to emphasize the development of social complexity and
inequality to explain this diversity. Robert L. Bettinger argues instead that "orderly anarchy," the emergence
of small, autonomous groups, provided a crucial strategy in social organization. Drawing on ethnographic
and archaeological data and evolutionary, economic, and anthropological theory, he shows that these small
groups devised diverse solutions to environmental, technological, and social obstacles to the intensified use
of resources. This book revises our understanding of how California became the most densely populated
landscape in aboriginal North America.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Extraordinary and orginial . . . A terrific book!"
(W. S. Simmons CHOICE 2015-09-01)

"Well written, tightly reasoned, and intellectually stimulating."
(American Anthropologist)

From the Inside Flap

"Orderly Anarchy is possibly the most important contribution to California anthropology since Kroeber's
1925 handbook. It is a wholly original, thought-provoking synthesis of theory, ethnography, and
archaeology. If it doesn't become a singular focus of anthropological research in California for decades to
come, people are not paying attention."
~Terry Jones, Professor of Anthropology at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and editor of California Archaeology

"Bettinger advances a bold claim about the dynamics of California aboriginal populations, one that is novel
and surprising . . . Orderly Anarchy is an important book."
~ Samuel Bowles, Director of Behavioral Sciences at the Santa Fe Institute, and coauthor of A Cooperative
Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution

"Orderly Anarchy provides a new and innovative perspective on the evolutionary trajectory of California
aboriginal groups by explaining how small politically autonomous groups developed, and how intensive
adaptations--such as the use of bow and arrow--were adaptive peaks in their own right and not way stations
on route to agriculture."

~William Hildebrandt, President, Far Western Anthropological Research Group

 

About the Author

Robert L. Bettinger, Professor of Anthropology at the University of California, Davis, is an authority on
ethnographic and archaeological hunter-gatherers and the author of Hunter-Gatherers: Archaeological and
Evolutionary Theory, Hunter-Gatherer Foraging: Five Simple Models, and many peer-reviewed book
chapters and journal articles. He is also the recipient of the Society for American Archaeology Award for
Excellence in Archaeological Analysis and the Society for California Archaeology M. A. Baumhoff Special
Achievement Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Valerie Gray:

Here thing why this particular Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California (Origins
of Human Behavior and Culture) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Orderly
Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California (Origins of Human Behavior and Culture) giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication
that similar with Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California (Origins of Human
Behavior and Culture). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California
(Origins of Human Behavior and Culture) in e-book can be your substitute.

Ernest Bryan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in
Aboriginal California (Origins of Human Behavior and Culture) as your daily resource information.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California (Origins of Human Behavior and
Culture) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal
California (Origins of Human Behavior and Culture) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Dwight Bailey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in
Aboriginal California (Origins of Human Behavior and Culture) can give you a lot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Orderly Anarchy: Sociopolitical Evolution in Aboriginal California (Origins
of Human Behavior and Culture).
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