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This is the fascinating story of a group of reformers who tried to go too fast,
bungled their reform, and so changed the course of history. Hengel's thesis is that
Hellenistic influences were, and had been for centuries, smoothly penetrating
Judaism even in Jerusalem; there was respect on both sides between Jew and
Greek. Then the Greek party tried to go too fast, make Hellenization obligatory
and outlaw the Law. This occasioned a furious defensive reaction; Judaism
clammed up, became xenophobic and rigoristic, producing the attitude which in
its turn created the defensive reaction of anti-Semitism which has stained so
many centuries. The defensive rigidity set up in Judaism made it unable to
respond to Jesus' creative reinterpretation of the Law, and so led to the rejection
of Christianity. This is a truly important scholarly work. The exhaustive
collection of evidence will make it a fundamental textbook for the period' (The
Tablet). `A foundation book and essential as a source book and as a guide to
trends in present research' (The Expository Times). Martin Hengel was Professor
of New Testament and Early Judaism in the University of Tubingen.
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This is the fascinating story of a group of reformers who tried to go too fast, bungled their reform, and so
changed the course of history. Hengel's thesis is that Hellenistic influences were, and had been for centuries,
smoothly penetrating Judaism even in Jerusalem; there was respect on both sides between Jew and Greek.
Then the Greek party tried to go too fast, make Hellenization obligatory and outlaw the Law. This
occasioned a furious defensive reaction; Judaism clammed up, became xenophobic and rigoristic, producing
the attitude which in its turn created the defensive reaction of anti-Semitism which has stained so many
centuries. The defensive rigidity set up in Judaism made it unable to respond to Jesus' creative
reinterpretation of the Law, and so led to the rejection of Christianity. This is a truly important scholarly
work. The exhaustive collection of evidence will make it a fundamental textbook for the period' (The
Tablet). `A foundation book and essential as a source book and as a guide to trends in present research' (The
Expository Times). Martin Hengel was Professor of New Testament and Early Judaism in the University of
Tubingen.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Judaism and
Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in Palestine During the Early Hellenistic Period? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Myrtle Brown:

This Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in Palestine During the Early Hellenistic Period
tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Judaism and
Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in Palestine During the Early Hellenistic Period can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Judaism and
Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in Palestine During the Early Hellenistic Period giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Margaretta Lee:

This book untitled Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in Palestine During the Early
Hellenistic Period to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
e-book from your list.

Donna Bledsoe:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in Their Encounter in
Palestine During the Early Hellenistic Period can make you sense more interested to read.
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