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American or Middle Eastern, Ashkenazi or Sephardi, insular or immersed in
modern life—however diverse their situations or circumstances, Jews draw on
common traditions and texts when they mark life's momentous events and rites of
passage. The interplay of past and present, of individual practice and collective
identity, emerges as a central fact of contemporary Jewish experience in Harvey
E. Goldberg's multifaceted account of how Jews celebrate and observe the cycles
of life. A leading anthropologist of Jewish culture, Goldberg draws on his own
experience as well as classic sources and the latest research to create a nuanced
portrait of Jewish rituals and customs that bal ances the reality of "ordinary Jews'
with the authority of tradition.

Looking at classic rites of passage such as circumcision and marriage, along with
emerging life-milestone practices like pilgrimage and identity-seeking tourism,
Jewish Passages aptly reflects the remarkable cultural and religious diversity
within Judaism. Thiswork offers a new view of Jewish culture and history with
the individual firmly situated at their center by blending anecdote and historical
vignettes with rabbinic, midrashic, and anthropological insights; by exploring
Sephardi and Ashkenazi traditions as well as modern ideologies; and by bringing
into sharp relief the activities of women and relations with Gentile neighbors. As
such, this book provides a unigue window on the particulars—and the
significance—of persona and communal acts of identification among Jews past,
present, and future.
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American or Middle Eastern, Ashkenazi or Sephardi, insular or immersed in modern life—however diverse
their situations or circumstances, Jews draw on common traditions and texts when they mark life's
momentous events and rites of passage. The interplay of past and present, of individual practice and
collective identity, emerges as a central fact of contemporary Jewish experiencein Harvey E. Goldberg's
multifaceted account of how Jews celebrate and observe the cycles of life. A leading anthropologist of
Jewish culture, Goldberg draws on his own experience aswell as classic sources and the latest research to
create a nuanced portrait of Jewish rituals and customs that balances the reality of "ordinary Jews" with the
authority of tradition.

Looking at classic rites of passage such as circumcision and marriage, along with emerging life-milestone
practices like pilgrimage and identity-seeking tourism, Jewish Passages aptly reflects the remarkable cultural
and religious diversity within Judaism. Thiswork offers a new view of Jewish culture and history with the
individual firmly situated at their center by blending anecdote and historical vignettes with rabbinic,
midrashic, and anthropological insights; by exploring Sephardi and Ashkenazi traditions as well as modern
ideologies; and by bringing into sharp relief the activities of women and relations with Gentile neighbors. As
such, this book provides a unique window on the particulars—and the significance—of personal and
communal acts of identification among Jews past, present, and future.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this often fascinating book, Hebrew University anthropologist Goldberg uses his discipline to shed light
on the tremendous diversity within Judaism regarding various passages of life. Drawing on ancient and
modern texts and rituals, he examines the stages along life's way from its beginnings (birth, circumcision and
naming) to its center (marriage, pilgrimage and the creation of identity), and its end (death, mourning and
remembering). For example, Goldberg traces circumcision to its most ancient meanings in biblical times and
then examines the ways that various Jewish communities through history have retained the meaning of
circumcision while adapting the practices associated with it to their own cultural milieu. For example,
Goldberg writes that circumcision among Libyan Sephardim is an elaborate ritual in which the infant boy's
eyes are made up with cosmetics, like a girl's, but arigid gender separation is otherwise preserved. In his
comments on birth ceremonies and rituals, he restores the role of women to a central place within the Jewish
community by looking at how those ceremonies connect with other aspects of Jewish life. Goldberg
concludes that passages and rituals along the way of the Jewish life cycle not only mark individual identity
but also tie that identity closely to a community. Four appendices contain an outline for a circumcision
ceremony, a ceremony for naming a daughter, a commentary on the tefillin and the shma [the Shema;
Deuteronomy 6:4-9] and elements of the marriage service and blessing. Despite a sometimes dense academic
tone, Goldberg'srichly detailed book offers a marvelous tour of the markers of Jewish life and community.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The cycles of Jewish life that Goldberg examines are beginnings (birth, circumcision, and naming); ritual s of
education; marriage; and death, mourning, and remembering. Goldberg writes that life-cycle ceremonies are
one of the axes around which Jewish lifeis organized. He points out that Jewish practice is also shaped by an
ancient textual tradition, expressed in the Bible and elaborated in the Talmud, which has continued through
the Middle Ages up until the present. Goldberg, a professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, explains
the roots of an anthropol ogical approach to Jewish culture, offering readers a distinct portrait of rituals and
customs. A glossary will help readers not familiar with Hebrew words, and four appendixes explain the
circumcision ceremony, the ceremony for naming a daughter, the tefillin, and the elements of the marriage
service. George Cohen

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"An anthropologist of Jewish culture draws on his own experience, plus classic sources at latest research, to
create a portrait of Jewish rituals and customs.”--"The Bookseller"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Amber Orlowski:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you thiskind of Jewish
Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Danid Hendrix:

Jewish Passages. Cycles of Jewish Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving higher effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Jewish Passages: Cycles of
Jewish Life nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into fresh stage of crucia pondering.

Meagan Shaffer:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life why because the amazing cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usualy
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Allison Walters:

It is possible to spend your free timeto learn this book this guide. This Jewish Passages. Cycles of Jewish
Lifeissimpleto develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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