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Edgar award nominee James N. Frey, author of the internationally best-selling
books on the craft of writing, How to Write a Damn Good Novel, How to Write a
Damn Good Novel II: Advanced Techniques, and The Key: How to Write Damn
Good Fiction Using the Power of Myth, has now written what is certain to
become the standard "how to" book for mystery writing, How to Write a Damn
Good Mystery.

Frey urges writers to aim high-not to try to write a good-enough-to-get-published
mystery, but a damn good mystery. A damn good mystery is first a dramatic
novel, Frey insists-a dramatic novel with living, breathing characters-and he
shows his readers how to create a living, breathing, believable character who will
be clever and resourceful, willful and resolute, and will be what Frey calls "the
author of the plot behind the plot."

Frey then shows, in his well-known, entertaining, and accessible (and often
humorous) style , how the characters-the entire ensemble, including the
murderer, the detective, the authorities, the victims, the suspects, the witnesses
and the bystanders-create a complete and coherent world.

Exploring both the on-stage action and the behind-the-scenes intrigue, Frey
shows prospective writers how to build a fleshed-out, believable, and logical
world. He shows them exactly which parts of that world show up in the pages of
a damn good mystery-and which parts are held back just long enough to keep the
reader guessing.

This is an indispensable step-by-step guide for anyone who's ever dreamed of
writing a damn good mystery.
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Edgar award nominee James N. Frey, author of the internationally best-selling books on the craft of writing,
How to Write a Damn Good Novel, How to Write a Damn Good Novel II: Advanced Techniques, and The
Key: How to Write Damn Good Fiction Using the Power of Myth, has now written what is certain to become
the standard "how to" book for mystery writing, How to Write a Damn Good Mystery.

Frey urges writers to aim high-not to try to write a good-enough-to-get-published mystery, but a damn good
mystery. A damn good mystery is first a dramatic novel, Frey insists-a dramatic novel with living, breathing
characters-and he shows his readers how to create a living, breathing, believable character who will be clever
and resourceful, willful and resolute, and will be what Frey calls "the author of the plot behind the plot."

Frey then shows, in his well-known, entertaining, and accessible (and often humorous) style , how the
characters-the entire ensemble, including the murderer, the detective, the authorities, the victims, the
suspects, the witnesses and the bystanders-create a complete and coherent world.

Exploring both the on-stage action and the behind-the-scenes intrigue, Frey shows prospective writers how to
build a fleshed-out, believable, and logical world. He shows them exactly which parts of that world show up
in the pages of a damn good mystery-and which parts are held back just long enough to keep the reader
guessing.

This is an indispensable step-by-step guide for anyone who's ever dreamed of writing a damn good mystery.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
From the author of How to Write a Damn Good Novel (1987) comes a companion volume aimed at would-be
mystery writers. Frey doesn't believe in those collections "of tips on what to do and what not to do," arguing
that they give the false impression that writing good fiction is merely a matter of mixing ingredients in the
right proportions. Instead, Frey contains, the key to a good mystery isn't picking clues and getting the
technical stuff right; it's a matter of finding the right people to tell your story, finding the right words to
frame it, finding the right sequence of events to maximize suspense. Frey also spends time on an important
but frequently neglected aspect of the writerly trade: the audience. Who reads mysteries, and what do they
expect from them? Meanwhile, he tackles the nuts and bolts in a particularly clever manner, by guiding the
reader through the creation of a virtual novel, which he calls Murder in Montana. This approach proves
eminently practical and rich in details. A must for budding crime-fiction authors. David Pitt
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Confidently guides the novice through the crime-writing basics.” ?Publishers Weekly

“Eminently practical and rich in details. A must for budding crime-fiction authors.” ?Booklist

“Frey ... delivers a witty and entertaining writer's-conference-in-a-book.” ?Library Journal

About the Author

James N. Frey is the author of internationally bestselling books on the craft of fiction writing, including
How to Write a Damn Good Novel, How to Write a Damn Good Novel II: Advanced Techniques, and The
Key: How to Write Damn Good Fiction Using the Power of Myth. He is also the author of nine novels,
including the Edgar Award-nominated The Long Way to Die. He has taught at the University of California,
Berkeley, Extension, the Squaw Valley Community of Writers, and the Oregon Writers' Colony, and he is a
featured speaker at writers' conferences throughout the United States and Europe. Former students include
recent Anthony award-nominees Betty Winkleman and Cara Black, and many best-selling authors including
Marjorie Reynolds, Melba Beals, and April Sinclair.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Livingston:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book How to Write a Damn Good
Mystery: A Practical Step-by-Step Guide from Inspiration to Finished Manuscript. All type of book is it

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Amanda Doss:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this How to
Write a Damn Good Mystery: A Practical Step-by-Step Guide from Inspiration to Finished Manuscript, you
are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Nancy Kidder:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled How to Write a Damn Good Mystery: A Practical
Step-by-Step Guide from Inspiration to Finished Manuscript can be excellent book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Rick Fairchild:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
How to Write a Damn Good Mystery: A Practical Step-by-Step Guide from Inspiration to Finished
Manuscript when you required it?
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