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Derk Pereboom articulates and defends an original conception of moral
responsibility. He argues that if determinism were true we would not be morally
responsible in the key basic-desert sense at issue in the free will debate, but that
we would also lack this kind of moral responsibility if indeterminism were true
and the causes of our actions were exclusively states or events. It is possible that
if we were undetermined agent-causes-if we as substances had the power to cause
decisions without being causally determined to cause them-we would have this
kind of free will. But although our being undetermined agent causes has not been
ruled out as a coherent possibility, it's not credible given our best physical
theories. Pereboom then contends that a conception of life without the free will
required for moral responsibility in the basic-desert sense would nevertheless
allow for a different, forward-looking conception of moral responsibility. He also
argues that our lacking this sort of free will would not jeopardize our sense of
ourselves as agents capable of rational deliberation, that it is compatible with
adequate measures for dealing with crime and other threatening behavior, and
that it allows for a robust sense of achievement and meaning in life. Pereboom's
arguments for this position are reconfigured relative to those presented in Living
without Free Will (2001), important objections to these arguments are answered,
and the development of the positive view is significantly embellished.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Pereboom's book is a wonderful addition to the moral responsibility debate, which not only organizes the
contemporary responses to the worries of the Hard Incompatibilism, but also quite helpfully engages with
those responses to press the discussion and our understanding forward. For those new comers interested in
the state of the contemporary debate which are either interested in Hard Determinism or worried about the
prospects of alternative views given Determinism this book is a helpful guide for finding your footing. And
for those already familiar with the literature, it will be a welcome addition to your library." -- Journal of
Value Inquiry

"This new book will be a vital resource for students of free will and moral responsibility: it is a state-of-the-
art defence of one of the central positions in the debate, elaborated by its foremost exponent. Of particular
interest will be the ways in which Pereboom's thinking has evolved over the years and the thoughtful
attention he gives to criticisms of his earlier work." -- Mind

About the Author

Derk Pereboom is Professor of Philosophy at Cornell University. He is the author of Living Without Free
Will (Cambridge 2001), Consciousness and the Prospects of Physicalism (Oxford 2011), and of articles on
free will and moral responsibility, philosophy of mind, and the history of modern philosophy, especially
Immanuel Kant.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

The ability that you get from Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life giving you joy feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having that Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life instantly.

James Furlow:

This Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some



information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Bessie Kraft:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life can
give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life.

Shirley Vega:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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