
Dialectical Readings: Three Types of
Interpretation

By Stephen N. Dunning

Dialectical Readings: Three Types of Interpretation By Stephen N. Dunning

Interpretation pervades human thinking. Whether perception or experience,
spoken word or written theory, whatever enters our consciousness must be
interpreted in order to be understood. Every area of inquiry-art and literature,
philosophy and religion, history and the social sciences, even many aspects of the
natural sciences-involves countless opportunities to interpret the object of inquiry
according to very different paradigms. These paradigms may derive from the
language we speak, the nature of our education, or personal preferences. The
abundance and diversity of paradigms make interpretation both fascinating in its
complexity and often frustrating for the conflicts it generates. In Dialectical
Readings, Dunning distinguishes three types of interpretation, each defined in
terms of a distinctive dialectical way of thinking: theoretical interpretation, which
assumes binary oppositions; transactional interpretation, which seeks reciprocal
relations; and transformational interpretation, which discerns paradoxical
meanings. Dunning offers new and insightful readings of familiar texts by B. F.
Skinner, Claude Levi-Strauss, Lee Benson, Roland Barthes, Friedrich Nietzsche,
and Michel Foucault and sheds new light on works by Thomas Kuhn, Joseph
Campbell, Reinhold Niebuhr, Soren Kierkegaard, Paul Tillich, and Paul Ricoeur.
Dialectical Readings enables readers to recognize diverse dialectical approaches
to understanding-their own as well as those of others-in a way that provides new
and helpful insights into a wide variety of subjects in which conflicting
interpretations abound.
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Interpretation pervades human thinking. Whether perception or experience, spoken word or written theory,
whatever enters our consciousness must be interpreted in order to be understood. Every area of inquiry-art
and literature, philosophy and religion, history and the social sciences, even many aspects of the natural
sciences-involves countless opportunities to interpret the object of inquiry according to very different
paradigms. These paradigms may derive from the language we speak, the nature of our education, or
personal preferences. The abundance and diversity of paradigms make interpretation both fascinating in its
complexity and often frustrating for the conflicts it generates. In Dialectical Readings, Dunning distinguishes
three types of interpretation, each defined in terms of a distinctive dialectical way of thinking: theoretical
interpretation, which assumes binary oppositions; transactional interpretation, which seeks reciprocal
relations; and transformational interpretation, which discerns paradoxical meanings. Dunning offers new and
insightful readings of familiar texts by B. F. Skinner, Claude Levi-Strauss, Lee Benson, Roland Barthes,
Friedrich Nietzsche, and Michel Foucault and sheds new light on works by Thomas Kuhn, Joseph Campbell,
Reinhold Niebuhr, Soren Kierkegaard, Paul Tillich, and Paul Ricoeur. Dialectical Readings enables readers
to recognize diverse dialectical approaches to understanding-their own as well as those of others-in a way
that provides new and helpful insights into a wide variety of subjects in which conflicting interpretations
abound.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Dialectical Readings: Three
Types of Interpretation will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Brent Thompson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important usually. The book Dialectical Readings: Three Types of Interpretation ended up being
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide Dialectical Readings: Three Types of Interpretation is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Dialectical Readings:
Three Types of Interpretation. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Noah Gardner:

The guide with title Dialectical Readings: Three Types of Interpretation has a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ralph Wood:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Dialectical Readings: Three
Types of Interpretation is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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