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This volume assesses China's transition to innovation-nation status in terms of
social conditions, industry characteristics and economic impacts over the past
three decades, also providing insights into future developments.

Defining innovation as the process that generates a higher quality, lower cost
product than was previously available, the introductory chapter conceptualizes
the theory of an innovation nation and the lessons from Japan and Untied States.
It outlines the key governance, employment and investment institutions that
China must build for such transition to occur, and examines China's challenges
and strategies to innovate in the era of global production systems. Two
succeeding chapters explain the evolving roles of Chinese state in innovation,
and the new landscape of venture capital finance. The remaining chapters provide
studies of major industries, which contain analyses of the evolving roles of
investment by government agencies and business interests in the process.
Included in these studies are traditional industries such as mechanical
engineering, railroads, and automobiles; rapidly evolving and internationally
highly integrated industries such as information-and-communication-technology
(ICT); and newly emerging sectors such as wind and solar energy.

Written by leading academics in the field, studies in this volume reveal Chinese
innovation as diverse across industries and enterprises and fluid over time. In
each sector, we observe continued co-evolution of state policy, market demand,
and technology development. The strategies and structures of individual
companies and industrial ecosystems are changing rapidly. The sum total of the
studies is a great step forward in our understanding of the industrial foundations
of China's attempt to become an innovation nation.
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This volume assesses China's transition to innovation-nation status in terms of social conditions, industry
characteristics and economic impacts over the past three decades, also providing insights into future
developments.

Defining innovation as the process that generates a higher quality, lower cost product than was previously
available, the introductory chapter conceptualizes the theory of an innovation nation and the lessons from
Japan and Untied States. It outlines the key governance, employment and investment institutions that China
must build for such transition to occur, and examines China's challenges and strategies to innovate in the era
of global production systems. Two succeeding chapters explain the evolving roles of Chinese state in
innovation, and the new landscape of venture capital finance. The remaining chapters provide studies of
major industries, which contain analyses of the evolving roles of investment by government agencies and
business interests in the process. Included in these studies are traditional industries such as mechanical
engineering, railroads, and automobiles; rapidly evolving and internationally highly integrated industries
such as information-and-communication-technology (ICT); and newly emerging sectors such as wind and
solar energy.

Written by leading academics in the field, studies in this volume reveal Chinese innovation as diverse across
industries and enterprises and fluid over time. In each sector, we observe continued co-evolution of state
policy, market demand, and technology development. The strategies and structures of individual companies
and industrial ecosystems are changing rapidly. The sum total of the studies is a great step forward in our
understanding of the industrial foundations of China's attempt to become an innovation nation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There have been many books about innovation in China recently. This book clearly stands out for its
penetrating analysis of the evolutionary process of how industries in China, traditional and high-tech, are
climbing the ladder of innovation. It has also demystified some of the controversies around the concept of
indigenous innovation. The book not only sheds light on how China has become the world factory over the
last 30 years, but also provides clues on where Chinese innovation is going in the next decade. It is a must-
read for anyone who wants to understand what is going on in China and how China is going to influence the
world."

-- Lan Xue, Tsinghua University

"It is a long debated issue whether the government should play an active role in a country's pursuit for higher
levels of technological sophistication. This book takes a positive stand over this issue by providing industrial
level studies about China's quest for an innovation nation. Attending to details, those studies offer fresh
information about how the Chinese government has succeeded or failed to promote innovation in specific
industries. This book is definitely worth reading for anyone who is not satisfied by popular but abstract
debates about the role of the government."

-- Yao Yang, Peking University

"In this important volume, Zhou, Lazonick and Sun have tried to remedy this situation by providing a broad
comparative overview of the challenges of innovation faced by late modernizers and by inviting a group of
specialists to address issues of innovative performance in key industrial sectors. The volume, thus, makes an
important contribution to our understanding of technological innovation in China, and should find a place on
the must-read lists of scholars, policymakers, and members of the business community."

-- Richard P. Suttmeier, University of Oregon

"The issue of China's innovation prowess continues to occupy the attention of policymakers and business
leaders as well as leading scholars across the world. China as an Innovation Nation is one of the first
comprehensive books on the PRC innovation effort that actually uses a series of explicit case studies to
highlight and analyze the core strengths and shortcomings of Chinese innovative capabilities. The
combination of these insightful, well documented case studies taken together, especially those related to high
speed rail, integrated circuits, and telecommunications, allows us to better grasp not simply if, but more
importantly, when and how China will impact the future trajectory of the prevailing global innovation
system. This is a must read for serious observers of the Chinese technology system."

-- Denis Simon, Duke Kunshan University
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the University of Toronto (1968), M.Sc. (Econ) from the London School of Economics (1969), and Ph.D. in
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for his work on the theory and history of economic development.

Yifei Sun is Professor of Economic Geography at the Department of Geography, California State University,
Northridge (CSUN). Dr. Yifei Sun has worked as the principal investigator for two projects supported by the
U.S. National Science Foundation. One project examined foreign R&D in China while the other analyzed the
technological innovation in China's information communication technology industries. He has published
more than thirty articles in leading international journals such as Journal of Economic Geography,
Technovation, Regional Studies, Environment and Planning A, and International Journal of Technology
Management. Dr. Yifei Sun has co-edited five special issues on China's innovation in reputable international
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled China as an Innovation Nation. Try to the actual book China as an
Innovation Nation as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.



Rosemary Taylor:

This China as an Innovation Nation usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this China as an Innovation Nation can be on the list of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this China as an
Innovation Nation giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Effie Phillips:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline China as an
Innovation Nation suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
book untitled China as an Innovation Nationis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Herbert Willams:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
China as an Innovation Nation.
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