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Admiral lsoroku Yamamoto, the man who planned the attack on Pearl Harbor,
said that the three great follies of the world were the Great Wall of China, the
Pyramids, and the battleship Musashi. Yamamoto understood that sheer size and
firepower would not be decisive factors in the battle for naval supremacy in the
Pacific.

The Musashi was massive-upright it would have approached the size of the
Chrysler Building. Outfitted with eighteen-inch armor plating and nine eighteen-
inch guns, the largest ever mounted on a warship, the Musashi was considered by
its creators to be invincible and unsinkable. Yet during its two years of active
duty with the Combined Fleet, it never fired a single shot against another ship. It
was sunk, as Yamamoto had predicted, by torpedoes and bombs.

Akira Yoshimura's dramatic reconstruction of the birth of the Musashi portrays a
nation preparing for total war. Under these extreme conditions, courage, genius,
and integrity coexisted with brutality, folly, and paranoia. During the more than
four years it took to build and outfit it, shipyard engineers and their Navy
mentors were faced with seemingly insurmountable technical problems and
plagued by natural calamities and the constant fear of espionage. The solutions
they found to each successive crisis were sometimes brilliant, sometimes absurd.
Battleship Musashi is a tribute to the men who achieved this engineering marvel
and a testament to the excesses of bureaucratic militarism.
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Admiral lsoroku Yamamoto, the man who planned the attack on Pearl Harbor, said that the three great follies
of the world were the Great Wall of China, the Pyramids, and the battleship Musashi. Yamamoto understood
that sheer size and firepower would not be decisive factors in the battle for naval supremacy in the Pacific.

The Musashi was massive-upright it would have approached the size of the Chrysler Building. Outfitted with
eighteen-inch armor plating and nine eighteen-inch guns, the largest ever mounted on a warship, the Musashi
was considered by its creators to be invincible and unsinkable. Yet during its two years of active duty with
the Combined Fleet, it never fired a single shot against another ship. It was sunk, as Yamamoto had
predicted, by torpedoes and bombs.

Akira Yoshimura's dramatic reconstruction of the birth of the Musashi portrays a nation preparing for total
war. Under these extreme conditions, courage, genius, and integrity coexisted with brutality, folly, and
paranoia. During the more than four years it took to build and outfit it, shipyard engineers and their Navy
mentors were faced with seemingly insurmountable technical problems and plagued by natural calamities
and the constant fear of espionage. The solutions they found to each successive crisis were sometimes
brilliant, sometimes absurd. Battleship Musashi is a tribute to the men who achieved this engineering marvel
and a testament to the excesses of bureaucratic militarism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Japan's leading non-fiction writer on military and naval subjects, AKIRA YOSHIMURA was born in Tokyo
in 1927. His published works in Japanese include a best-selling account of the construction and wartime role
of the Zero fighter.

The ship shown on the jacket is the battleship Yamato, which was identical in size and design to the
Musashi. Such was the secrecy of the Musashi project that no clear photograph of the ship survived the war.
(Courtesy of Shizuo Fukui)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Battleship Musashi: The Making and Sinking of the Worlds Biggest Battleship it
is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Priscilla McNeil:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Battleship Musashi: The
Making and Sinking of the Worlds Biggest Battleship which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Adeline Norris:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Battleship Musashi: The Making and Sinking of the
Worlds Biggest Battleship or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly



great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Battleship Musashi: The Making and Sinking of the Worlds Biggest Battleship to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mary Linkous:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is Battleship Musashi: The Making and Sinking of the Worlds
Biggest Battleship.
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