
Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain

From Oxford University Press

Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain From Oxford University Press

Humans have engaged in artistic and aesthetic activities since the appearance of
our species. Our ancestors have decorated their bodies, tools, and utensils for
over 100,000 years. The expression of meaning using color, line, sound, rhythm,
or movement, among other means, constitutes a fundamental aspect of our
species' biological and cultural heritage. Art and aesthetics, therefore, contribute
to our species identity and distinguish it from its living and extinct relatives.

Science is faced with the challenge of explaining the natural foundations of such
a unique trait, and the way cultural processes nurture it into magnificent
expressions, historically and ethnically unique. How does the human brain bring
about these sorts of behaviors? What neural processes underlie the appreciation
of painting, music, and dance? How does training modulate these processes?
How are they impaired by brain lesions and neurodegenerative diseases? How
did such neural underpinnings evolve? Are humans the only species capable of
aesthetic appreciation, or are other species endowed with the rudiments of this
capacity?

This volume brings together the work on such questions by leading experts in
genetics, psychology, neuroimaging, neuropsychology, art history, and
philosophy. It sets the stage for a cognitive neuroscience of art and aesthetics,
understood in the broadest possible terms. With sections on visual art, dance,
music, neuropsychology, and evolution, the breadth of this volume's scope
reflects the richness and variety of topics and methods currently used today by
scientists to understand the way our brain endows us with the faculty to produce
and appreciate art and aesthetics.
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Humans have engaged in artistic and aesthetic activities since the appearance of our species. Our ancestors
have decorated their bodies, tools, and utensils for over 100,000 years. The expression of meaning using
color, line, sound, rhythm, or movement, among other means, constitutes a fundamental aspect of our
species' biological and cultural heritage. Art and aesthetics, therefore, contribute to our species identity and
distinguish it from its living and extinct relatives.

Science is faced with the challenge of explaining the natural foundations of such a unique trait, and the way
cultural processes nurture it into magnificent expressions, historically and ethnically unique. How does the
human brain bring about these sorts of behaviors? What neural processes underlie the appreciation of
painting, music, and dance? How does training modulate these processes? How are they impaired by brain
lesions and neurodegenerative diseases? How did such neural underpinnings evolve? Are humans the only
species capable of aesthetic appreciation, or are other species endowed with the rudiments of this capacity?

This volume brings together the work on such questions by leading experts in genetics, psychology,
neuroimaging, neuropsychology, art history, and philosophy. It sets the stage for a cognitive neuroscience of
art and aesthetics, understood in the broadest possible terms. With sections on visual art, dance, music,
neuropsychology, and evolution, the breadth of this volume's scope reflects the richness and variety of topics
and methods currently used today by scientists to understand the way our brain endows us with the faculty to
produce and appreciate art and aesthetics.
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Editorial Review

Review
Written by the leading researchers in the fields of psychology, neurophysiology, neuroimaging, aesthetics,
and philosophy, this book would serve the needs of anyone from graduate students to well-informed and
practicing researchers in various disciplines. It is indeed a real tribute to editors and contributors in bringing
neuroscience terminology closer to a wider audience. Jasmina Stevanov, Perception
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Oliver:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain.

Charles Massie:

This Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Art, Aesthetics,
and the Brain without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain can bring whenever you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone.
This Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Theodore Mullis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book



therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Valarie Chamberlin:

The book untitled Art, Aesthetics, and the Brain contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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