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The stasis approach pioneered by Fahnestock and Secor distinguishes among
four basic questions that arguments are written to answer:

What isit? (Definition arguments)

How did it get that way? (Causal arguments)

Isit good or bad? (Evaluation arguments)

What should we do about it? (Proposal arguments)

These four questions, now standard in many argument texts, give students a

constructive, engaging way to analyze arguments by other writers and to
construct their own arguments.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jeanne Fahnestock is a Professor in the Department of English at the University of Maryland, College Park.
She received her Ph.D. from the University of London in 1970. In addition to A Rhetoric of Argument, she
has written Figures of Argument: Studiesin the Rhetoric of Science (Oxford Univ. Press, 1996) and co-
authored (with Marie Secor) Readings in Argument (Random House, 1985). She has also authored 25
articles, book chapters, and reviews appearing in such journals as Nineteenth-Century Fiction, College
Composition and Communication, and Victorian Studies. Her teaching awards include the College of Arts
and Humanities Teaching Award (student nominated) 1991 and the Outstanding Educator Award (1994).

Marie Secor is an Associate Professor in the English Department at Penn State-University Park. She received
her BA from the College of New Rochelle and her MA and Ph.D. from Brown University. In addition to A
Rhetoric of Argument, Secor has co-authored Readings in Argument (Random House, 1985) with Jeanne
Fahnestock, and The Return of the Good Soldier: Ford Madox Ford and Violet Hunt's 1917 Diary
(University of Victoria, 1983) with Robert Secor. Sheis co-editor with Davida Charney, of Constructing
Rhetorical Education (Southern Illinois University Press, 1992). Sheis also the author of many articles on
rhetorical history and theory and the rhetoric of literary argument. Secor has won numerous awards for her
teaching and research: the Liberal Arts Teaching Award, Graduate School Teaching Award (1996), Provost's
Award for Collaborative Teaching, Golden Key Faculty Award, Pan-Hellenic Council award, Alumni
Teaching Fellow Award, Penn State (1990), and the Schreyer Honors College Faculty Fellowship (1998).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christopher Clarke:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little sparetime? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled A Rhetoric of
Argument: Text and Reader? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it hasthe
opinion or you have other opinion?

Joan Hender son:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to you
isyou don't know what type you should start with. This A Rhetoric of Argument: Text and Reader is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
inthisera.



Lynda Alford:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Rhetoric of Argument: Text and
Reader, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of
hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Earl Casey:

The book untitled A Rhetoric of Argument: Text and Reader contain alot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice examine.
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