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Dreams have attracted the curiosity of humankind for millennia. In A Dream
Interpreted Within a Dream, Elliot Wolfson guides the reader through
contemporary philosophical and scientific models to the archaic wisdom that the
dream state and waking reality are on an equal phenomenal footing--that the
phenomenal world is the dream from which one must awaken by waking to the
dream that one is merely dreaming that one is awake. By interpreting the dream
within the dream, one ascertains the wakeful character of the dream and the
dreamful character of wakefulness. Assuming that the manner in which the act of
dreaming is interpreted may illuminate the way the interpreter comprehends
human nature more generally, Wolfson draws on psychoanalysis,
phenomenology, and neuroscience to elucidate the phenomenon of dreaming in a
vast array of biblical, rabbinic, philosophical, and kabbalistic texts. To
understand the dream, Wolfson writes, it is necessary to embrace the paradox of
the fictional truth--a truth whose authenticity can be gauged only from the
standpoint of its artificiality. The dream, on this score, may be considered the
semblance of the simulacrum, wherein truth is not opposed to deception because
the appearance of truthfulness cannot be determined independently of the
truthfulness of appearance.
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Dreams have attracted the curiosity of humankind for millennia. In A Dream Interpreted Within a Dream,
Elliot Wolfson guides the reader through contemporary philosophical and scientific models to the archaic
wisdom that the dream state and waking reality are on an equal phenomenal footing--that the phenomenal
world is the dream from which one must awaken by waking to the dream that one is merely dreaming that
one is awake. By interpreting the dream within the dream, one ascertains the wakeful character of the dream
and the dreamful character of wakefulness. Assuming that the manner in which the act of dreaming is
interpreted may illuminate the way the interpreter comprehends human nature more generally, Wolfson
draws on psychoanalysis, phenomenology, and neuroscience to elucidate the phenomenon of dreaming in a
vast array of biblical, rabbinic, philosophical, and kabbalistic texts. To understand the dream, Wolfson
writes, it is necessary to embrace the paradox of the fictional truth--a truth whose authenticity can be gauged
only from the standpoint of its artificiality. The dream, on this score, may be considered the semblance of the
simulacrum, wherein truth is not opposed to deception because the appearance of truthfulness cannot be
determined independently of the truthfulness of appearance.
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Editorial Review

Review

The book's characteristic Wolfsonian achievement is to open to the non-philosopher the significance of
philosophical thought without reducing its complexity. The lucidity of the exposition and the clarity and
brilliance of Wolfson's thinking is what makes this happen. Equally characteristic is to show how earlier
traditions have been engaged in asking these questions. Although much of the text draws on Wolfson's main
expertise in Jewish mystical thought the analysis extends far beyond the confines of that discipline engaging
questions both ontological and epistemological. A book for everyone interested in the phenomenon of dream
consciousness.

(Daniel Boyarin, author of Socrates and the Fat Rabbis)

About the Author

Elliot R. Wolfson is Abraham Lieberman Professor of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at New York University.
He is the author of Venturing Beyond: Law and Morality in Kabbalistic Mysticism, Luminal Darkness:
Imaginal Gleanings From Zoharic Literature, and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book A Dream Interpreted within a Dream: Oneiropoiesis
and the Prism of Imagination. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book A Dream Interpreted within a Dream: Oneiropoiesis and the Prism of
Imagination. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Kelly McDowell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Dream Interpreted
within a Dream: Oneiropoiesis and the Prism of Imagination that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick A Dream Interpreted within a



Dream: Oneiropoiesis and the Prism of Imagination become your personal starter.

Irene Wang:

You can obtain this A Dream Interpreted within a Dream: Oneiropoiesis and the Prism of Imagination by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Mark Brainerd:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the A Dream Interpreted within a Dream: Oneiropoiesis and the Prism of Imagination
when you essential it?
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