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Accessible to students with no background in the subject, A Contemporary
Introduction to Free Will provides an extensive and up-to-date overview of all
the latest views on this central problem of philosophy. Opening with a concise
introduction to the history of the problem of free will--and its place in the history
of philosophy--the book then turns to contemporary debates and theories about
free will, determinism, and related subjects like moral responsibility, coercion,
compulsion, autonomy, agency, rationality, freedom, and more. Classical
compatibilist and new compatibilist theories of free will are considered along
with the latest incompatibilist or libertarian theories and the most recent skeptical
challenges to free will. Separate chapters are devoted to the relation of free will
to moral responsibility and ethics; to modern science; and to religious questions
about predestination, divine foreknowledge, and human freedom. Numerous
down-to-earth examples and challenging thought experiments enliven the text.
The book is an ideal addition to introduction to philosophy, metaphysics, and free
will courses.
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Accessible to students with no background in the subject, A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will
provides an extensive and up-to-date overview of all the latest views on this central problem of philosophy.
Opening with a concise introduction to the history of the problem of free will--and its place in the history of
philosophy--the book then turns to contemporary debates and theories about free will, determinism, and
related subjects like moral responsibility, coercion, compulsion, autonomy, agency, rationality, freedom, and
more. Classical compatibilist and new compatibilist theories of free will are considered along with the latest
incompatibilist or libertarian theories and the most recent skeptical challenges to free will. Separate chapters
are devoted to the relation of free will to moral responsibility and ethics; to modern science; and to religious
questions about predestination, divine foreknowledge, and human freedom. Numerous down-to-earth
examples and challenging thought experiments enliven the text. The book is an ideal addition to introduction
to philosophy, metaphysics, and free will courses.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book, by far, stands alone as the best book to introduce this topic to the introductory philosophy
student. It is stellar. . . . Kane is a master at capturing the kernel of even the most challenging and intricate
issues in the free will debate, showing their structures and displaying an underlying simplicity."--Michael
McKenna, Ithaca College

"With admirable clarity and on the basis of the most comprehensive knowledge of the subject, Professor
Kane charts a way through a jungle of arguments, counterarguments, and rebuttals of those arguments. . . .
His use of vivid images (such as the images of Incompatibilist Mountain and the garden of the forking paths)
contributes to making the book a delightful read."--Ulrike Heuer, University of Pennsylvania

"Any educated person willing to make the effort can now read Kane's inclusive, careful and accessible book
and know that he or she is familiar with the free-will problem and with the current state of human
understanding of it. . . .A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will will replace all other introductions to the
subject." --The Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Robert Kane is at University of Texas, Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Greene:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will as the daily
resource information.

Suzanne Brooke:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting A Contemporary Introduction



to Free Will that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will become your current starter.

Judith Lucas:

This A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Contemporary
Introduction to Free Will in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Henry Buford:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will can make you experience
more interested to read.
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