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Elliott J. Gorn and Warren Goldstein show us where our games and pastimes
came from, how they developed, and what they have meant to Americans. The
great heroes of baseball and football are here, as well as the dramatic moments of
boxing and basketball. Beyond this, the authors show us how sports fit into the
larger contours of our past.
 
For this new edition, the authors have updated the book to include discussion of
performance-enhancing drugs; player salaries, unions, and the business of
internationalizing sport; Title IX and gender in American sports; race, especially
the entry of Latino and Asian athletes; and the corporatization of amateur
athletics. A Brief History of American Sports reveals that from colonial times to
the present, sports have been central to American culture, and a profound
expression of who we are.
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Editorial Review

Review

"If history were baseball, Gorn and Goldstein would get credit for a triple play: they have skillfully and
imaginatively integrated sports into the framework of American culture and society, produced a pioneering
work which should have enduring influence, and given us a scholarly history which is delightful to read. It's
a terrific book in every way."
--Lawrence W. Levine, University of California at Berkeley

"With A Brief History of American Sports, Elliott J. Gorn and Warren Goldstein remind us that the very
serious world of play provides a precise mirror of American life and aspiration, a deep, at times painful, but
always abiding portrait of who we are."
--Ken Burns, documentary film director, and coauthor of Baseball: An Illustrated History

About the Author

Elliott J. Gorn is a professor of history at Brown University. He is the author of The Manly Art: Bare-
Knuckle Prizefighting in America and editor of Sports in Chicago and Muhammad Ali, the People's Champ.
Warren Goldstein chairs the Department of History at the University of Hartford. He is the author of Playing
for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book A Brief History of American Sports had been making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The reserve A Brief History of American Sports is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book A Brief History of American Sports. You never
really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Michael Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book A Brief History of American Sports it doesn't matter what good



to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Ruby Guillen:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The A Brief History of American
Sports will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Ruth Lowry:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Brief History of American Sports
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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