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(Book). Now back in print, this bestseller by Mel Torme isa brilliant biography
of hisfriend of forty years, Buddy Rich, who was one of the most famous
drummers of the Swing Era, having starred in the Artie Shaw and Tommy
Dorsey bands. His career started when he was two years old in his parents
Vaudeville act, and by the time he was four he was the highest paid child
performer in the world. The Buddy Rich story is afascinating one, as much for
what it says about the world of American music and entertainment as for the
remarkable lifeit portrays. Drawing from interviews and many personal
reminiscences, Torme packs this biography with vivid, often funny, anecdotes.
His personal touch and his in-depth knowledge of jazz make for a moving,
insightful, and often hilarious biography. 233 pages, 6-1/2 x 9-1/2 Softcover
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Singer/author Torme ( The Other Side of the Rainbow ) here tracks the career of hislongtime friend, from
the days when child prodigy Buddy Rich (called Traps, the Drum Wonder) amazed vaudeville audiences
with histalent until his death from a brain tumor in 1987. One of the greatest drummers of all time, Rich had
acomplicated and abrasive personality, and even his 45-year friendship with the author had its ups and
downs. Though Torme was often the butt of Rich's abuse and practical jokes, he apparently never wavered in
his affection for him, and writes with sympathy and admiration. The book does not gloss over Rich's
troubled relationships, however--battles with Frank Sinatra, Tommy Dorsey and other musicians, stormy
marriage, disastrous financial affairs--and succeeds in capturing the drummer's complex personality as well
asin characterizing his musical genius. Rich cooperated on the autobiography up until his death. in 1987.
Photos not seen by PW.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Singer Torme here celebrates his friend, the late Rich, who was one of the most famous and explosive jazz
drummers. Known for his abrasive personality and virtuosity, Rich achieved fame drumming for Artie Shaw
and Tommy Dorsey while enjoying a feud with Frank Sinatra and courting actress Lana Turner. In thisfirst
full-length biography, Torme expands on chapter-length tributes by Whitney Balliett (" Super Drummer") and
Burt Korall ("Drummin' Men"). Torme tries to be objective yet describes nearly every Rich performance as
"especially good" and fails to mention that, although Rich was a virtuoso, other drummers have been at least
asinnovative and influential. Nevertheless, thiswill appeal strongly to fans of Rich and big-band jazz.

- Paul Baker, CUNA Inc., Madison, Wis.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

From jazz singer Torm, (It Wasn't All Velvet, 1988, etc.)--an engaging warts-and-all life of the world's
greatest drummer, Buddy Rich. A life of Rich hasits problems, particularly his terrible mouth, which
stripped flesh from bone without a second's notice and for next to no reason. At 18 months, Rich joined his
parents on the vaudeville stage as a wonderchild of the drums. Soon " Traps' was a featured act, at last
getting top billing wherever he played. Completely lacking aformal education, Rich spent hiswholelife on
the road. An adulated jazz drummer who drew shouting audiences to their feet daily and became the featured
soloist of famed swing bands led by Harry James, Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, etc., the
performer lived an emotionally surreal life. On top of this, though he didn't drink (it would have ruined his
timing), he smoked pot daily from age 18 onward. As with heavy dope-smoker Bob Marley, Torm, wonders
whether pot contributed to the brain tumorsthat finally killed Rich. In some ways, the drummer's greatest
successes were with others' big bands. His own big band (first underwritten by fellow Dorseyite Frank
Sinatra) folded time and time again. Rich made many movies and became aregular on The Tonight Show,
his acerbic barbs delighting drum-lover Johnny Carson. But he lost friend after friend, hisvitriol scarring all
without reservation, though he mellowed late in life when the birth of a grandchild somehow freed him to
love himself through the baby. Otherwise, he seemed entirely without feeling, until one day he dragged
Torm, to see hisfavorite film, Norma Shearer's Smilin' Through. Torm, got MGM to put the movie on
videocassette as a present for Rich, but Rich alienated Torm, by vilely insulting him at the very moment the
present was given. Exceptional on music biz and drum techniques while humanizing an emotional monster.
A labor of love. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joshua Ricker:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover content conveys
the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different asit. So, do you nonetheless thinking Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich
Hardcover is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Terrance Oneal:

Typically the book Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover hasalot info onit. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Cheryl Kirkland:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because thisal time you only find book that
need moretimeto be read. Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Ameélia Page:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the
world. By book Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Traps -
The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover. Y ou can more inviting than now.

Download and Read Online Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of



Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme #0341 38VAZPW



Read Traps- The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich
Hardcover By Mel Torme for online ebook

Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Traps - The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme books
to read online.

Online Traps- The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme
ebook PDF download

Traps- The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme Doc
Traps- The Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme M obipocket
Traps- The Drum Wonder: TheLife of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme EPub

OHAI38VAZPW: Traps- The Drum Wonder: TheLife of Buddy Rich Hardcover By Mel Torme



