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The idea that world politics can be understood in terms of a US dominated
unipolarity became generally accepted during the 1990s. Following the
September 11 attacks, however, US foreign policy took an imperial turn and
many began to question the form, style and substance of US leadership at the
start of the 21st Century.

But why is the US behaving as if it lived in a world of enemies? What can other
great powers do to change the behaviour of the US, and what will be the
consequences if they fail? Could the EU and China become superpowers
alongside the US? And what would happen if the US stepped down from its
superpowers role creating a world with only great powers and no superpowers?

In this important new book, Barry Buzan seeks to provide answers to these
pressing questions. He begins by introducing the core concepts of polarity and
identity in world politics, which he uses to develop three possible scenarios for
the future development of the international political system. Buzan contends that
we are not living in a strictly unipolar world, where the great powers are helpless
in the face of the US. Instead he argues that the existence of great powers
alongside an American superpower plays a crucial role in creating both
opportunities and responsibilities which will shape the way in which world
politics unfolds in the coming decades. What the great powers do or don't do will
be crucial to how long US dominance lasts. It will also help determine whether
the period of American hegemony will develop or destroy the unique multilateral
international society built up by US foreign policy over the last half century.
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The idea that world politics can be understood in terms of a US dominated unipolarity became generally
accepted during the 1990s. Following the September 11 attacks, however, US foreign policy took an imperial
turn and many began to question the form, style and substance of US leadership at the start of the 21st
Century.

But why is the US behaving as if it lived in a world of enemies? What can other great powers do to change
the behaviour of the US, and what will be the consequences if they fail? Could the EU and China become
superpowers alongside the US? And what would happen if the US stepped down from its superpowers role
creating a world with only great powers and no superpowers?

In this important new book, Barry Buzan seeks to provide answers to these pressing questions. He begins by
introducing the core concepts of polarity and identity in world politics, which he uses to develop three
possible scenarios for the future development of the international political system. Buzan contends that we
are not living in a strictly unipolar world, where the great powers are helpless in the face of the US. Instead
he argues that the existence of great powers alongside an American superpower plays a crucial role in
creating both opportunities and responsibilities which will shape the way in which world politics unfolds in
the coming decades. What the great powers do or don't do will be crucial to how long US dominance lasts. It
will also help determine whether the period of American hegemony will develop or destroy the unique
multilateral international society built up by US foreign policy over the last half century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The argument is rigorous and intriguing - revealing both for the limits and possibilities of applying
structural models to grand strategy."

Alex Goodall, Times Higher Education Supplement

"An extremely lucid exposition of contemporary big power international politics, with measured and sensible
glimpses into various conceivable future world orders."

John Dumbrell, International Affairs

"This is a superb piece of scholarship. It both draws on and deepens contemporary IR theory and illuminates
the real world of post-9/11 international relations ... indeed, it does what few current books in IR can claim in
recent years - it truly links the theoretical world to the real world and thereby advances our understandings in
both realms."

John Ikenberry, Georgetown University

"The subject of mapping the international system since the end of the Cold War is one that has attracted a
number of writers, but few have approached it with the clarity and rigour of this text. Barry Buzan writes
very well, with the result that his argument is readily accessible and easy to engage with."

James Mayall, University of Cambridge

From the Back Cover
The idea that world politics can be understood in terms of a US dominated unipolarity became generally
accepted during the 1990s. Following the September 11 attacks, however, US foreign policy took an imperial
turn and many began to question the form, style and substance of US leadership at the start of the 21st
Century.

But why is the US behaving as if it lived in a world of enemies? What can other great powers do to change
the behaviour of the US, and what will be the consequences if they fail? Could the EU and China become
superpowers alongside the US? And what would happen if the US stepped down from its superpowers role
creating a world with only great powers and no superpowers?

In this important new book, Barry Buzan seeks to provide answers to these pressing questions. He begins by
introducing the core concepts of polarity and identity in world politics, which he uses to develop three
possible scenarios for the future development of the international political system. Buzan contends that we
are not living in a strictly unipolar world, where the great powers are helpless in the face of the US. Instead
he argues that the existence of great powers alongside an American superpower plays a crucial role in
creating both opportunities and responsibilities which will shape the way in which world politics unfolds in



the coming decades. What the great powers do or don't do will be crucial to how long US dominance lasts. It
will also help determine whether the period of American hegemony will develop or destroy the unique
multilateral international society built up by US foreign policy over the last half century.

About the Author
Barry Buzan is Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics and Political
Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Kennedy:

Here thing why this kind of The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First
Century are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in
the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The United States and the Great
Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with The United States and the Great
Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The United States and the Great
Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century in e-book can be your substitute.

Maritza Berry:

The e-book untitled The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century is
the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The United States and the Great
Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Catherine Hershey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century will give you a new
experience in reading a book.



Karolyn Kaufman:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The United States and the Great
Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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