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How the earth's previous global war ming phase, from thetenth to the
fifteenth centuries, reshaped human societies from the Arctic to the
Sahara?a wide-ranging history with sobering lessons for our own time.

From the tenth to the fifteenth centuries the earth experienced arisein surface
temperature that changed climate worldwide?a preview of today's global
warming. In some areas, including Western Europe, longer summers brought
bountiful harvests and population growth that led to cultural flowering. In the
Arctic, Inuit and Norse sailors made cultural connections across thousands of
miles as they traded precious iron goods. Polynesian sailors, riding new wind
patterns, were able to settle the remotest islands on earth. But in many parts of
the world, the warm centuries brought drought and famine. Elaborate societiesin
western and central America collapsed, and the vast building complexes of
Chaco Canyon and the Mayan Y ucatan were |eft empty.

Ashedid in his bestselling The Little Ice Age, anthropologist and historian Brian
Fagan reveals how subtle changes in the environment had far-reaching effects on
human life, in a narrative that sweeps from the Arctic ice cap to the Saharato the
Indian Ocean. The history of the Great Warming of a half millennium ago
suggests that we may yet be underestimating the power of climate change to
disrupt our livestoday?and our vulnerability to drought, writes Fagan, isthe
"silent elephant in the room."
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human societies from the Arctic to the Sahar a?a wide-ranging history with sobering lessons for our
own time.

From the tenth to the fifteenth centuries the earth experienced arise in surface temperature that changed
climate worldwide?a preview of today's global warming. In some areas, including Western Europe, longer
summers brought bountiful harvests and population growth that led to cultural flowering. In the Arctic, Inuit
and Norse sailors made cultural connections across thousands of miles as they traded precious iron goods.
Polynesian sailors, riding new wind patterns, were able to settle the remotest islands on earth. But in many
parts of the world, the warm centuries brought drought and famine. Elaborate societies in western and central
America collapsed, and the vast building complexes of Chaco Canyon and the Mayan Y ucatan were | eft
empty.

Ashedidin his bestselling The Little Ice Age, anthropol ogist and historian Brian Fagan reveals how subtle
changesin the environment had far-reaching effects on human life, in a narrative that sweeps from the Arctic
ice cap to the Saharato the Indian Ocean. The history of the Great Warming of a half millennium ago
suggests that we may yet be underestimating the power of climate change to disrupt our lives today?and our
vulnerability to drought, writes Fagan, is the "silent elephant in the room."
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Global warming is hardly new; in fact, the very long-term trend began about 12,000 years ago with the end
of the Ice Age. Anthropologist Fagan (The Little Ice Age) focuses on the medieval warming period (ca. 800-
1300), which helped Europe produce larger harvests; the surpluses helped fund the great cathedrals. But in
many other parts of the world, says Fagan, changing water and air currents led to drought and malnutrition,
for instance among the Native Americans of Northern California, whose key acorn harvests largely failed.
Long-term drought contributed to the collapse of the Mayan civilization, and fluctuations in temperature
contributed to, and inhibited, Mongol incursionsinto Europe. Fagan reveals how new research methods like
ice borings, satellite observations and computer modeling have sharpened our understanding of
meteorological trendsin prehistorical times and preliterate cultures. Finally, he notes how times of intense,
sustained global warming can have particularly dire consequences; for example, by 2025, an estimated 2.8
billion of uswill live in areas with increasingly scarce water resources. Looking backward, Fagan presents a
well-documented warning to those who choose to look forward. Illus., maps. (Mar.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Fagan isagreat guide. His canvas may be smaller than Jared Diamond's Collapse , but Fagan's eye for
detail and narrative skills are better.” ?New Scientist

“[A] fascinating account of shifting climatic conditions and their consequences.” New York Times

“The Great Warming is a thought-provoking read, which marshals a remarkable range of learning.”
?Financial Times

“‘The Great Warming' is ariveting work that will take your breath away and leave you scrambling for a cool
drink of water. The latter isaluxury to enjoy in the present, Fagan notes, because it may bein very short
supply in the future.” ?Christian Science Monitor

“Brian Fagan offers a unique contribution to this discussion [of climate change]...Readers should not
underestimate this book, writing it off as another addition to a burgeoning genre: the travel guide to atorrid
world. Fagan's project is much bigger. He re-creates past societies in alively and engaging manner, aided by
his expert synthesis of obscure climatological data...In his ability to bring nature into our global, historical
narratives, Fagan rivals Alfred Crosby, William H. McNeill, and Jared Diamond, scholars who revealed to
large audiences the explanatory power of microscopic biota or gross geography. Fagan promises to do the
same for longterm climate dynamics...We would be fools to ignore hiswarnings.” ?American Scholar

“An aarm bell ringing out from a distant time.” ?Kirkus

“Superbly integrating the human and climatol ogical past, Fagan's expertise wears easily in afine popular
treatment relevant to contemporary debate about climate.” ?Booklist

“Thisis not only World History at its best, sweeping across al of humankind with a coherent vision, but also
afeat of imagination and massive research. If Fagan has given the medieval period throughout the globe a
new dimension, he has at the same time issued an irrefutable warning about climate change that is deeply



troubling.” ?Theodore Rabb, author of The Last Days of the Renaissance

“Climate has been making history for avery long time, though historians have rarely paid much attention to
it. But asit turns out, afew lessinches of rain, a change in temperature of just a degree or two can make all
the difference in how human events unfold. The Great Warming demonstrates that although human beings
make history, they very definitely do not make it under circumstances of their own choosing.” ?Ted
Seinberg, author of Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History and American Green: The Obsessive
Quest for the Perfect Lawn

“Looking backward, Fagan presents a well-documented warning to those who choose to look forward.”
?Publisher's Weekly

About the Author

Brian Fagan is emeritus professor of anthropology at the University of California, Santa Barbara. His books
on the interaction of climate and human society have established him as aleading authority on the subject; he
lectures frequently around the world. He is the editor of The Oxford Companion to Archaeology and the
author of Fish on Friday: Feasting, Fasting, and the Discovery of the New World; The Little Ice Age; and
The Long Summer, among many other titles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katherine Sherrer:

This The Great Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Great Warming:
Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it amost everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Great
Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action.
S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Patricia Vasguez:

The book untitled The Great Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations contain alot
of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as
order it. Have a nice study.



Alberto Benson:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Great Warming: Climate Change and the
Rise and Fall of Civilizations can give you alot of buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et us have The Great
Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations.

Tommy Worm:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Great Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations when you needed it?
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