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The East-West struggle for supremacy from 1945 to 1989 shaped the lives of
hundreds of millions and brought the world to the brink of disaster on several
occasions. More than two decades later, the debate over its causes and dynamics
is far from over. Drawing on the latest archival evidence and scholarly research,
prize-winning historian John Lamberton Harper provides a concise, briskly-
written assessment of the Cold War.

Why did it start, and eventually envelope nearly every corner of the planet? Why
did it stay "cold," at least in its original, European theatre? Why did it end, and
who should take the credit? Harper illuminates the deep-seated behavioral
patterns within both the Soviet Union and the United States: the search for
security through expansion and military might, the belief in a "messianic"
mission to uplift humanity, but also a readiness to live and let live based on
membership in a common state system and a shared interest in survival. He
stresses ways in which internal competitions for political power tilted both the
U.S. and Soviet systems towards bellicosity and obsessive preparation for a hot
war that no one seriously intended to begin.

The Cold War is a story of delusions of omnipotence and rash behavior,
punctuated by moments of redeeming statesmanship and self-restraint. Harper
concludes that, rather than triumphalism, a clear look back at the Cold War's
close calls with catastrophe and enormous cost in lives and treasure ought to
evoke a sense of regret and humility, as well as relief.
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The East-West struggle for supremacy from 1945 to 1989 shaped the lives of hundreds of millions and
brought the world to the brink of disaster on several occasions. More than two decades later, the debate over
its causes and dynamics is far from over. Drawing on the latest archival evidence and scholarly research,
prize-winning historian John Lamberton Harper provides a concise, briskly-written assessment of the Cold
War.

Why did it start, and eventually envelope nearly every corner of the planet? Why did it stay "cold," at least in
its original, European theatre? Why did it end, and who should take the credit? Harper illuminates the deep-
seated behavioral patterns within both the Soviet Union and the United States: the search for security through
expansion and military might, the belief in a "messianic" mission to uplift humanity, but also a readiness to
live and let live based on membership in a common state system and a shared interest in survival. He stresses
ways in which internal competitions for political power tilted both the U.S. and Soviet systems towards
bellicosity and obsessive preparation for a hot war that no one seriously intended to begin.

The Cold War is a story of delusions of omnipotence and rash behavior, punctuated by moments of
redeeming statesmanship and self-restraint. Harper concludes that, rather than triumphalism, a clear look
back at the Cold War's close calls with catastrophe and enormous cost in lives and treasure ought to evoke a
sense of regret and humility, as well as relief.
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Editorial Review

Review
a clearly written, lucid political history of the Cold War Peter Shearman, Europe-Asia Studies an excellent
book, a careful, nuanced and rich account of four decades of East-West conflict. Survival This is an excellent
overview of the Cold War. Dr Gabor Batonyi, University of Bradford

About the Author

John Lamberton Harper is Professor of American Foreign Policy and European Studies at the Bologna
Center of the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Cold War (Oxford Histories) book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Cold War (Oxford
Histories) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Cold War
(Oxford Histories) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Singletary:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Cold War (Oxford Histories) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The Cold War (Oxford Histories)is one of several books in which everyone read
now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Garcia:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Cold War (Oxford Histories)
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,



you can pick The Cold War (Oxford Histories) become your own starter.

Dina Hirsch:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Cold War (Oxford Histories) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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