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The Anatomy of Motive By John E. Douglas, Mark Olshaker

From legendary FBI profiler John Douglas and Mark Olshaker -- authors of the
nonfiction international bestsellers Mindhunter, Journey into Darkness, and
Obsession -- comes an unprecedented, insightful look at the root of all crime.
Every crimeis amystery story with amotive at its heart. With the brilliant
insight he brought to his renowned work inside the FBI's elite serial -crime unit,
John Douglas pieces together motives behind violent sociopathic behavior. He
not only takes us into the darkest recesses of the minds of arsonists, hijackers,
bombers, poisoners, assassins, serial killers, and mass murderers, but also the
seemingly ordinary people who suddenly kill their families or go on arampagein
the workplace.

Douglas identifies the antisocial personality, showing surprising similarities and
differences among various types of deadly offenders. He also tracks the
progressive escalation of those criminals' sociopathic behavior. His analysis of
such diverse killers as Lee Harvey Oswald, Theodore Kaczynski, and Timothy
McVeigh is gripping, but more importantly, helps us learn how to anticipate
potential violent behavior beforeit'stoo late.
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From legendary FBI profiler John Douglas and Mark Olshaker -- authors of the nonfiction international
bestsellers Mindhunter, Journey into Darkness, and Obsession -- comes an unprecedented, insightful look at
the root of all crime.

Every crimeisamystery story with amotive at its heart. With the brilliant insight he brought to his
renowned work inside the FBI's elite serial-crime unit, John Douglas pieces together motives behind violent
sociopathic behavior. He not only takes us into the darkest recesses of the minds of arsonists, hijackers,
bombers, poisoners, assassins, serial killers, and mass murderers, but also the seemingly ordinary people who
suddenly kill their families or go on arampage in the workplace.

Douglas identifies the antisocial personality, showing surprising similarities and differences among various
types of deadly offenders. He also tracks the progressive escalation of those criminals' sociopathic behavior.
His analysis of such diversekillers as Lee Harvey Oswald, Theodore Kaczynski, and Timothy McVeigh is
gripping, but more importantly, helps us learn how to anticipate potential violent behavior beforeit's too late.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

What makes people kill? Specifically, what are the motivations behind serial, mass, and spree killings?
Drawing from cases such as the mass murder in Dunblane, Scotland, in which alone gunman mowed down
16 children and their teacher, the still-unsolved Tylenol poisonings, and the Unabomber, former FBI profiler
John Douglas and coauthor Mark Olshaker try to explain the unthinkable. What sets The Anatomy of Motive
apart from so many of the theories about these horrific acts of violence is that Douglas and Olshaker have no
obvious political agenda. They don't look for easy answers and they don't provide easy solutions. They do,
however, offer someinsight into the twisted kind of thinking that can lead a person to believe that the
solution to his problems liesin bloodshed. They also provide some danger signs that may help to identify the
potentially violent criminal before he has a chance to act out his morbid fantasies. While The Anatomy of
Motive is undeniably horrifying, it isaso illuminating, and Douglas and Olshaker approach their topic with
grace and insight. --Lisa Higgins

From Publishers Weekly

A volume of case studies by Douglas, the former chief profiler at the FBI's legendary behavioral sciences
unit, and Olshaker has become an annual event, from 1995's Mind Hunter to last year's Obsession. Here, the
duo exhume the victims of Andrew Cunanan, Charles Whitman, Theodore Kaczynski and many others for
insight into the killers minds. Douglas's formulais deceptively smple: "WHY ? + HOW? = WHO." But
since seria killers arerarely caught through profiling, the formulais better expressed as"WHO + HOW =
WHY." Douglasistopsin the field. He was among the first to suggest that the Atlanta child murderer was
African-American, and he delivered a dead-on profile of Scottish mass-murderer Thomas Watt Hamilton on
live TV based on preliminary news accounts. Still, most of what's here will be familiar to readers of other
profiling books: the lonely white male with an obsessive sense of his own failure who tortured animal's, wet
his bed and played with matches as a child. Though Douglas promises to explain the differences among
bombers, arsonists, shooters, cutters and stranglers, his profiles too often cleave to predictable, reductive
formulations. Both Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby are characterized as "paranoid losers"; Timothy
McVeigh is"ascrawny, pissed-off young hick." As aways, Douglas and Olshaker deliver an entertaining
read, but fewer case studies presented with more depth would better inform and educate the amateur profiler.
(June)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The team that brought you Mindhunter and other best sellers on tracking criminalsis back with more.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ramona Wrenn:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare timeto take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well asread abook eligible The
Anatomy of Motive? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time



with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Emanuel Douglas:

The book with title The Anatomy of Motive posesses alot of information that you can find out it. You can
get alot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kate Vasquez:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Anatomy of Motive book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The Anatomy of Motive as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Chi Reyes:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Anatomy of Motiveis simpleto create
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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