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The Falungong movement originated in 1992 as a system of breathing exercises
designed to promote health and well-being. Riding on the coattails of the gigong
fever that swept through China, it attracted an extensive following until 1994,
when the Chinese government suppressed the gigong movement. A series of
protest rallies by Falungong organizations against local government repression
set in motion an upward conflict spiral that culminated in the siege of the Party
headquartersin Beijing on April 25, 1999, by more than 20,000 Falungong
practitioners. Revenge of the Forbidden City begins with the shock of the
Politburo against such insolent defiance, resolving to retaliate against the
Falungong, aretaliation that represented "the most serious poalitical incident"
since the Tiananmen upheaval in 1989.

James W. Tong reveals how the Chinese government's relentless, sustained
repression of the Falungong movement typifies its response towards perceived
internal threats. Though many claim that the Democratic reformsin China have
eroded the government's ability to monitor and control its citizens, the success of
the campaign to eradicate Falungong indicates otherwise: the government
effectively implemented a multifaceted offensive involving unsparing
suppression, pervasive propaganda, and coercive conversion. The successful
execution of this complex campaign reveals the resilience of Chinas
authoritarian institutions. Using empirical evidence and thorough analysis, Tong
reveals the Chinese state's formidable ability to crush dissent and provides a
cogent rebuttal to those who claim that the Communist government is on the
verge of collapse. The definitive account of China's response to Falungong,
Revenge of the Forbidden City is essential for any scholar interested in how the
Chinese state actually operates.
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The Falungong movement originated in 1992 as a system of breathing exercises designed to promote health
and well-being. Riding on the coattails of the gigong fever that swept through Ching, it attracted an extensive
following until 1994, when the Chinese government suppressed the gigong movement. A series of protest
rallies by Falungong organizations against local government repression set in motion an upward conflict
spira that culminated in the siege of the Party headquartersin Beijing on April 25, 1999, by more than
20,000 Falungong practitioners. Revenge of the Forbidden City begins with the shock of the Politburo
against such insolent defiance, resolving to retaliate against the Falungong, aretaliation that represented "the
most serious political incident” since the Tiananmen upheaval in 1989.

James W. Tong reveals how the Chinese government's relentless, sustained repression of the Falungong
movement typifies its response towards perceived internal threats. Though many claim that the Demacratic
reforms in China have eroded the government's ability to monitor and control its citizens, the success of the
campaign to eradicate Falungong indicates otherwise: the government effectively implemented a
multifaceted offensive involving unsparing suppression, pervasive propaganda, and coercive conversion. The
successful execution of this complex campaign reveals the resilience of China's authoritarian institutions.
Using empirical evidence and thorough analysis, Tong reveals the Chinese state's formidable ability to crush
dissent and provides a cogent rebuttal to those who claim that the Communist government is on the verge of
collapse. The definitive account of China's response to Falungong, Revenge of the Forbidden City is essential
for any scholar interested in how the Chinese state actually operates.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Recommended"--CHOICE

"Chinahas certainly risen, but will it be free? Thisisthe provocative question at the hub of James Tong's
book. While many theories predict that modernization will weaken the state's power to monitor and punish
deviance, thereby permitting pluralism to emerge, Tong subjects these assumptions to a systematic empirical
test. In acomparative analysis of the 1999 campaign to eradicate Falungong, the quasi-religious exercise
association, he finds the Chinese Party-state still to be suffocatingly powerful-though perhaps less so than
before."--Lowell Dittmer, University of California at Berkeley

About the Author

James W. Tong is Professor of Political Science at the University of California, Los Angeles and Chief
Editor of the journal Chinese Law and Government. He has served as a World Bank consultant, Director of
UCLA's Center for East Asian Studies, testified at the U.S. Congressional Executive Committee on China,
and briefed the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom. His research interests include Chinese
collective action and political participation, religious and media policy, and the democratization of China.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alice Myers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression of the
Falungong in China, 1999-2005. Try to stumble through book Revenge of the Forbidden City: The
Suppression of the Falungong in China, 1999-2005 as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Freddie Straughter:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
particular aren't like that. This Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression of the Falungong in China,



1999-2005 book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer connected with Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression of the Falungong in
China, 1999-2005 content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Revenge of the
Forbidden City: The Suppression of the Falungong in China, 1999-2005 is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Donna Graham:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression
of the Falungong in China, 1999-2005 or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression of the
Falungong in China, 1999-2005 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Nancy Landry:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression of the Falungong in China, 1999-2005
we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with that book Revenge of the Forbidden City: The Suppression of the Falungong in China, 1999-2005. Y ou
can more inviting than now.
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