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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1, Martin Luther University
(Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Orality and Literacy, 17
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The central topics of the
works of the writer, educator, communication theorist, social critic and cultural
commentator Neil Postman have always been the media, their different forms of
communication and their meanings to people, society and culture. Any of his
books was built around the McLuhan-question: "Does the form of any medium of
communication affect our social relations, our political ideas, or psychic habits,
and of course, as he [Marshall McLuhan] always emphasized, our sensorium"
(Postman: 07/30/05)? Postman was aware of the fact that a new technology and
therefore a new medium may have destructive as well as creative effects. During
the history of mankind there have been tremendous changes in the forms,
volume, speed and context of information and it is necessary to find out what
these changes meant and mean to our cultures (Postman: 1985, 160). For him, it
is a basic principle that "the clearest way to see through a culture is to attend to
its tools for conversation" (Postman: 1985, 8). In the book "Amusing Ourselves
to Death - Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business" Postman examines,
from a 1980s viewpoint, the changes in the American culture caused by the shift
from the Age of Reason with the printed word at its center to the Age of Show
Business with television as the central medium - or in simplifying terms the shift
from rationality to triviality. Twenty years later, the situation has changed again.
This term paper will make an attempt to answer the question what the new
media, especially the internet, did to the modern (American) culture and to its
public discourse. Obviously, Postman's provocative title "Amusing Ourselves to
Death" was just the beginning
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

The book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to
Death. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Joshua Dunleavy:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Neil
Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Joyce Cannon:

This Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?



Alejandro Wisdom:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death when you desired it?
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