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When is language considered 'impolite'? Is impolite language only used for anti-
social purposes? Can impolite language be creative? What is the difference
between 'impoliteness' and 'rudeness'? Grounded in naturally-occurring language
data and drawing on findings from linguistic pragmatics and social psychology,
Jonathan Culpeper provides a fascinating account of how impolite behaviour
works. He examines not only its forms and functions but also people's
understandings of it in both public and private contexts. He reveals, for example,
the emotional consequences of impoliteness, how it shapes and is shaped by
contexts, and how it is sometimes institutionalised. This book offers penetrating
insights into a hitherto neglected and poorly understood phenomenon. It will be
welcomed by students and researchers in linguistics and social psychology in
particular.
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When is language considered 'impolite'? Is impolite language only used for anti-social purposes? Can
impolite language be creative? What is the difference between 'impoliteness' and 'rudeness'? Grounded in
naturally-occurring language data and drawing on findings from linguistic pragmatics and social psychology,
Jonathan Culpeper provides a fascinating account of how impolite behaviour works. He examines not only
its forms and functions but also people's understandings of it in both public and private contexts. He reveals,
for example, the emotional consequences of impoliteness, how it shapes and is shaped by contexts, and how
it is sometimes institutionalised. This book offers penetrating insights into a hitherto neglected and poorly
understood phenomenon. It will be welcomed by students and researchers in linguistics and social
psychology in particular.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Culpeper's outstanding book documents that the time is ripe for us to address the urgent social problem of
violence in language. In proposing an insightful theory of impoliteness, Culpeper accurately reads classic
and contemporary linguistic theories and analyses a wide range of oral and written impoliteness events."
Daniel Silva, Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict

About the Author
Jonathan Culpeper is based in the Department of Linguistics and English Language at Lancaster University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Impoliteness: Using Language to
Cause Offence (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Maria Clyburn:

Often the book Impoliteness: Using Language to Cause Offence (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics)
has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Albert Shepherd:

Why? Because this Impoliteness: Using Language to Cause Offence (Studies in Interactional
Sociolinguistics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Cheri Adamo:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Impoliteness: Using Language to Cause Offence
(Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Impoliteness: Using Language to Cause Offence (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics).
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