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"No work in recent years has so convincingly and compellingly portrayed the
return of the study of creativity to center stage. The sense of adventure and high
purpose is everywhere evident, as is the elusiveness of the prize. The fire in the
crucible is approaching critical mass." -- David Henry FEldman, Tufts
University, author of "Nature's Gamit".
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Like a medieval alchemist, a genius is one who is driven to discover a new material form, a philosopher's
stone, to capture some nonmaterial truth or essence. Alchemy is the guiding metaphor for Briggs's probe into
the nature of genius, yet he is no mystic. Interviews with brain scientists, systems theorists, cognitive
psychologists and physicists undergird his investigation. Briggs, coauthor of Looking Glass Universe, finds
that geniuses are motivated by a drive to wholeness, a commitment to their gut feelings about how the world
worksor ought to. In sifting the creative processes of Einstein, Picasso, Virginia Woolf, Emily Dickinson,
Nikola Tesla and many others, he resorts to wily concepts devised by his intervieweesomnivalence (an
openness to ambivalence), simultaneous opposition (thinking in opposites rapidly), nuance and possibility
clouds. His refreshingly open-ended approach brings us closer to the elusive nature of genius.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The alchemical metaphor, while not particularly edifying, does provide an entertaining framework for
discussing the more lucid, yet still veiled, personal quest of creative genius. In an attempt to reveal the
various promptings, strategies, and paradoxes of creative absorption, Briggs kaleidoscopes a wide sampling
of high-level creators from many different fields and time periods. While he attempts little in the way of
systematization, he does provide many inspiring examples of idiosyncratic tactics in accessing intuition and
emphasizes the profundity of each crystallization of vision. A useful status report on recent research into the
creative process. William Abrams, Portland State Univ. Lib., Ore.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Fire in the Crucible: The Alchemy of Creative Genius. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort
of book Fire in the Crucible: The Alchemy of Creative Genius. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joyce McDonald:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Fire in the Crucible: The Alchemy of Creative
Genius seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Fire in the Crucible: The Alchemy of Creative
Genius is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored.



You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book
Fire in the Crucible: The Alchemy of Creative Genius. You never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Leslie Bergeron:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Fire in the Crucible: The
Alchemy of Creative Genius book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Miguel Penix:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you
should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Fire in the Crucible: The
Alchemy of Creative Genius can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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