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Rómulo Gallegos is best known for being Venezuela’s first democratically
elected president. But in his native land he is equally famous as a writer
responsible for one of Venezuela’s literary treasures, the novel Doña Barbara.
Published in 1929 and all but forgotten by Anglophone readers, Doña Barbara is
one of the first examples of magical realism, laying the groundwork for later
authors such as Gabriel García Márquez and Mario Vargas Llosa.

Following the epic struggle between two cousins for an estate in Venezuela,
Doña Barbara is an examination of the conflict between town and country,
violence and intellect, male and female. Doña Barbara is a beautiful and
mysterious woman—rumored to be a witch—with a ferocious power over men.
When her cousin Santos Luzardo returns to the plains in order to reclaim his land
and cattle, he reluctantly faces off against Doña Barbara, and their battle becomes
simultaneously one of violence and seduction. All of the action is set against the
stunning backdrop of the Venezuelan prairie, described in loving detail.
Gallegos’s plains are filled with dangerous ranchers, intrepid cowboys, and
damsels in distress, all broadly and vividly drawn. A masterful novel with an
important role in the inception of magical realism, Doña Barbara is a
suspenseful tale that blends fantasy, adventure, and romance.

Hailed as “the Bovary of the llano” by Larry McMurtry in his new foreword to
this book, Doña Barbarais a magnetic and memorable heroine, who has inspired
numerous adaptations on the big and small screens, including a recent television
show that aired on Telemundo.
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Rómulo Gallegos is best known for being Venezuela’s first democratically elected president. But in his
native land he is equally famous as a writer responsible for one of Venezuela’s literary treasures, the novel
Doña Barbara. Published in 1929 and all but forgotten by Anglophone readers, Doña Barbara is one of the
first examples of magical realism, laying the groundwork for later authors such as Gabriel García Márquez
and Mario Vargas Llosa.

Following the epic struggle between two cousins for an estate in Venezuela, Doña Barbara is an
examination of the conflict between town and country, violence and intellect, male and female. Doña
Barbara is a beautiful and mysterious woman—rumored to be a witch—with a ferocious power over men.
When her cousin Santos Luzardo returns to the plains in order to reclaim his land and cattle, he reluctantly
faces off against Doña Barbara, and their battle becomes simultaneously one of violence and seduction. All
of the action is set against the stunning backdrop of the Venezuelan prairie, described in loving detail.
Gallegos’s plains are filled with dangerous ranchers, intrepid cowboys, and damsels in distress, all broadly
and vividly drawn. A masterful novel with an important role in the inception of magical realism, Doña
Barbara is a suspenseful tale that blends fantasy, adventure, and romance.

Hailed as “the Bovary of the llano” by Larry McMurtry in his new foreword to this book, Doña Barbarais a
magnetic and memorable heroine, who has inspired numerous adaptations on the big and small screens,
including a recent television show that aired on Telemundo.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Remarkable. . . . From its first pages it reveals . . . why it made Gallegos famous. . . . If Señor Gallegos is
one-half as good a President as he is a novelist, Venezuela is a lucky land.”

(New York Times)

“An exciting heroic tale of the life of Venezuelan plainsmen, master and peons, ranchers and cowboys and
horse thieves.”

(New Republic)

    Unlike the austere plain I grew up on, Gallegos’s llano is steamy, tumescent, lust-driven. Dona Barbara
may have been a kind of anticipation of Eva Peron. She owns a great ranch, the Altimara, but must struggle
constantly to keep it. She is, in her way, a tragic heroine, seeking to attract a decent lover, while giving
herself day and night to very coarse lovers indeed.
    She is, however, very vividly drawn, a Bovary of the llano.
    In the prose one will now and then hear Conradian echoes, and certainly there are echos of Gallegos in
Garcia Marquez, Vargas Lhosa, and Fuentes.
    Let us hope this attractive reprint will bring Romolo Gallegos the readers he deserves.

(Larry McMurtry from the Foreword)

About the Author

Rómulo Gallegos (1889–1969) was a Venezuelan novelist and politician who served briefly as the nation’s
first democratically elected president. After publishing Doña Barbara, he was forced to flee to Spain but
returned in 1936 to hold a variety of political offices. He was again forced out by a coup d’etat in 1948,
returned in 1958, then was elected senator for life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Daniel Spencer:

The experience that you get from Doña Barbara: A Novel is a more deep you digging the information that
hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Doña Barbara: A Novel giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this kind of Doña Barbara: A Novel instantly.

Mary Barnett:

This Doña Barbara: A Novel are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Doña Barbara: A Novel can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Doña Barbara: A Novel forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary May:

The book untitled Doña Barbara: A Novel contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new
age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Rick Beard:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Doña Barbara: A Novel as well as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping
them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Doña
Barbara: A Novel to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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