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In The Great Tradition, published in 1948, F. R. Leavis seemed to rate the work
of Charles Dickens - with the exception of Hard Times - as lacking the
seriousness and formal control of the true masters of English fiction. By 1970,
when Dickens the Novelist was published on the first centenary of the writer's
death, Leavis and hislifelong collaborator Q. D. (Queenie) Leavis, had changed
their minds. 'Our purpose, they wrote, 'isto enforce as unanswerably as possible
the conviction that Dickens was one of the greatest of creative writers..." In seven
typically robust and uncompromising chapters, the L eavises grapple with the
evaluation of awriter who was then still open to dismissal as a mere entertainer,

a caricaturist not worthy of discussion in the same breath as Henry James. Q. D.
Leavis shows, for example, how deeply influential David Copperfield was on the
work of Tolstoy, and explores the symbolic richness of the nightmare world of
Bleak House. F. R. Leavis reprints his famous essay on Hard Times, with its
moral critique of utilitarianism, and reveal s the imaginative influence of Blake on
Little Dorrit. Q. D. Leavis contributes a pathbreaking chapter on the importance
of Dickenssillustratorsto the effect of hiswork.
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the exception of Hard Times - as lacking the seriousness and formal control of the true masters of English
fiction. By 1970, when Dickens the Novelist was published on the first centenary of the writer's death,
Leavis and hislifelong collaborator Q. D. (Queenie) Leavis, had changed their minds. ‘Our purpose, they
wrote, 'isto enforce as unanswerably as possible the conviction that Dickens was one of the greatest of
creative writers ..." In seven typically robust and uncompromising chapters, the L eavises grapple with the
evaluation of awriter who was then still open to dismissal as a mere entertainer, a caricaturist not worthy of
discussion in the same breath as Henry James. Q. D. Leavis shows, for example, how deeply influential
David Copperfield was on the work of Tolstoy, and explores the symbolic richness of the nightmare world of
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chapter on the importance of Dickenssillustrators to the effect of his work.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

F.R. Leaviswas born in 1895 in Cambridge, where he would live and teach for most of the rest of hislife.

He volunteered as a stretcher-bearer in the First World War, and was badly gassed on the Western Front.
Appointed Director of Studiesin English at Downing College, Cambridge, in 1930, he remained there for the
next thirty years, often at odds with the University establishment. In 1932 he and his wife Queenie Roth
founded the hugely influential journal Scrutiny, which ran until 1953. He was one of the most important
figuresin the development of modern literary criticism, and in the elevation of English as a serious academic
subject. He died in 1978.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Tillman:

The book Dickens the Novelist can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Dickens the Novelist? A
few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many datafor us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Dickens the Novelist has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Steven Cruce:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Dickens the Novelist book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Dickens the Novelist as good book not only by the
cover but also from the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so
do you till needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Homer Anderson:

Isit aperson who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dickens the Novelist can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this
completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?



Dani€l Pitts:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Dickens the Novelist can give you alot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Dickens the Novelist.
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