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Popular views of medieval chivalry—knights in shining armor, fair ladies,
banners fluttering from battlements—were inherited from the nineteenth-century
Romantics. This is the first book to explore chivalry’s place within a wider
history of medieval England, from the Norman Conquest to the aftermath of
Henry VII’s triumph at Bosworth in the Wars of the Roses.

Saul invites us to view the world of castles and cathedrals, tournaments and
round tables, with fresh eyes. Chivalry in Medieval England charts the
introduction of chivalry by the Normans, the rise of the knightly class as a social
elite, the fusion of chivalry with kingship in the fourteenth century, and the
influence of chivalry on literature, religion, and architecture. Richard the
Lionheart and the Crusades, the Black Death and the Battle of Crecy, the Magna
Carta and the cult of King Arthur—all emerge from the mists of time and legend
in this vivid, authoritative account.
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Editorial Review

Review
Nigel Saul takes a relatively benign view of medieval noblemen. He rejects the once-fashionable notion that
war was all about money and land, and that chivalry was just tinsel. And, although he sees a steep decline in
standards in the last medieval century, he thinks that chivalric values did have a real influence in civilizing
the conduct of war. Whether one agrees with this or not, his is a view that commands respect. He is a
historian with a rare gift for seeing the human lives behind the rather formulaic and impersonal sources of
medieval history, and he has written widely about aristocratic culture...Saul can make the most unpromising
material speak to us with a directness that can surprise even those who are already familiar with it. This is a
rich book that does ample justice to its complex theme. (Jonathan Sumption Sunday Times 2011-06-19)

The author of this sparkling book that "puts chivalry centre-stage" explains its substantial contribution to the
development of Western civilization through links to the practice of treating prisoners of war with
compassion, to the growth of individualism and even to the modern cult of celebrity. (Christopher Silvester
Daily Express 2011-06-10)

Splendid...Saul has drawn heavily on what he calls this "rich repertory of contemporary witness" to
illuminate the relationship between chivalry and the political, military, social and artistic currents of the time.
The result is a wide-ranging examination of how the ethos of chivalry defined and shaped knightly
culture...As this book so ably demonstrates, [chivalry] influenced every aspect of knightly life: without it, the
Middle Ages would have been not only duller and darker, but even more brutal. (Juliet Barker Mail on
Sunday 2011-06-26)

An entirely original project, and in [Saul's] hands it proves illuminating...[A] brilliant book. The skill and
scholarship with which he has done so fully justify his claim at its opening that chivalry was a major factor
throughout the narrative history of medieval England from before the time of Richard I to the aftermath of
that of Edward III. Chivalry has often been neglected by historians in that story; Nigel Saul's vivid and
exciting study should make sure that it can never again be left out of the account. (Maurice Keen Literary
Review 2011-07-11)

The era of chivalry was the idealized fantasy that grew out of the military superiority of the armed horseman,
and which lasted roughly between the invention of the stirrup and the invention of gunpowder. Nigel Saul is
just the right person to tell the story as experienced in England...One of the strengths of his new book is its
attention to the visual and the material. The knights of England had property and wealth, and they flaunted
them. Chivalry was not only a code of behavior but a style honed both on the battlefield and in impressive
residences...Interest in chivalry was revived in the Victorian cult of things medieval, aesthetic as well as
moral in scope. It inspired such initiatives as the Marquess of Queensberry's rules and the codification of
laws of war, which Saul links to the later formulation of the Geneva convention. Yet lampoons of chivalry
are equally powerful, as epitomized by John Tenniel's drawings of ungainly knights on horseback that
illustrated Through the Looking Glass. That unyielding parody has given us the chivalry of Monty Python
and Spamelot, and recently a new Camelot too. Nigel Saul's clear-sighted history makes these survivals all
the more apparent, and all the more puzzling. (Miri Rubin The Guardian 2011-07-22)

Saul is especially good at examining the physical detritus of chivalry, the daily context for memory and fame
across the parish churches, chapels and halls of England. The material texture of chivalric society can rarely
have been chronicled so comprehensively and succinctly...He has produced a welcome introduction and



guide to the English dimension of a pervasive social phenomenon of medieval Europe. (C. J. Tyerman Times
Literary Supplement 2011-12-02)

Narrative chapters flavored with thematic discourses about the evolving nature of medieval chivalry do an
admirable job of fusing an essentially literary and cultural history of chivalry with traditional military
history…Saul makes significant contributions in his richly textured explorations of chivalry's impact on late
medieval English literature, religion, and architecture. (J. P. Huffman Choice 2012-04-01)

[A] thoroughly researched and elegantly written volume.
(Charlotte Allen Weekly Standard 2013-09-23)

About the Author
Nigel Saul is Professor of Medieval History, University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Albert Gilchrist:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Chivalry
in Medieval England your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Chivalry in Medieval England giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joseph Cosgrove:

Chivalry in Medieval England can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Chivalry in Medieval England but doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Joseph Vargas:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Chivalry in Medieval England why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.



Nicolas Dandrea:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be go through. Chivalry in Medieval England can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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