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“Thetwo sides of Shaw . . . areat the center of . . . [this] compulsively
readable biography.” ?Daniel Akst, Wall Street Journal

During America’ s Swing Era, no musician was more successful or controversial
than Artie Shaw: the charismatic and opinionated clarinetist-bandleader whose
dozens of hits became anthems for “the greatest generation.” But some of his
most beautiful recordings were not issued until decades after he' d left the scene.
He broke racial barriers by hiring African American musicians. His frequent
“retirements’ earned him areputation as the Hamlet of jazz. And he quit playing
for good at the height of his powers. The handsome Shaw had seven wives
(including Lana Turner and Ava Gardner). Inveterate reader and author of three
books, he befriended the best-known writers of histime.

Tom Nolan, who interviewed Shaw between 1990 and his death in 2004 and
spoke with one hundred of his colleagues and contemporaries, captures Shaw and
his erawith candor and sympathy, bringing the master to vivid life and restoring
him to hisrightful place in jazz history. Originally published in hardcover under
thetitle Three Chords for Beauty's Sake. 16 pages of illustrations
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Editorial Review

Review

Enthralling... [Nolan] gives the satisfactions of atrue rags-to-riches story, complete with the spice of
glamorous marriages and flings (with Lee Wiley, Lana Turner, Ava Gardner, etc.), and plausibly accounts
for Shaw’ s huge character faults withoutobscuring his charm and prodigious talent.

Absorbing... fascinating.--David Gates
Absorbing... fascinating.--David Gates
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Enthraling... [Nolan] gives the satisfactions of atrue rags-to-riches story, complete with the spice of
glamorous marriages and flings (with Lee Wiley, Lana Turner, Ava Gardner, etc.), and plausibly accounts
for Shaw's huge character faults without obscuring his charm and prodigious talent.

Enthralling [Nolan] gives the satisfactions of a true rags-to-riches story, complete with the spice of
glamorous marriages and flings (with Lee Wiley, Lana Turner, Ava Gardner, etc.), and plausibly accounts
for Shaw s huge character faults without obscuring his charm and prodigious talent. "

Itisared tribute to Nolan s ability as awriter and shaper of narrative that the reader is able to admire and
dislike Shaw at once. --Michael Steinman”

Starred Review. Beautifully measured. An exemplary work of jazz biography. "

Every great artist deserves a great biography, and Swing Era bandleader and clarinetist Artie Shaw finally
has one Nolan has crafted a well-written, highly entertaining, and informative biography. "

[Nolan] follows Shaw s various zigzags with aplomb.... The book iswell paced and never lags, while the
author addresses everything from litigation to personal rivalries with fairness and a deft touch. --Ted Gioia"

Absorbing fascinating. --David Gates"

In this riveting biography, Tom Nolan recovers the genius, the legend, the ego and blocked emotions of an
enigmatic American icon. --Kevin Starr, University of Southern California’

[A]t last, the lively, continually imaginative life of the most creative clarinetist in jazz history and an
orchestraleader who not only produced hits but also new dimensions of this music. --Nat Hentoff, author of
At the Jazz Band Ball: Sixty Y ears at the Jazz Scene"

Tom Nolan has a great story to tell and he knows precisely how to tell it, fast and deadpan, abetted by the
irascible Shaw himself a serial husband, detached father, and full time autodidact who may have been the
finest clarinet virtuoso of al time. --Gary Giddins, author of Warning Shadows and Bing Crosby: A
Pocketful of Dreams’

About the Author



Tom Nolan, the author of the critically acclaimed and Edgar Award—nominated Ross Macdonald: A
Biography, is afrequent contributor to the Wall Street Journal’s Leisure & Arts page. He livesin Los
Angeles, Cdifornia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Clark:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Artie Shaw, King of the
Clarinet: HisLife and Times. All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Terry Carr:

Isit a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Artie Shaw, King of the Clarinet: His Life and
Times can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Ashley Williams:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Artie Shaw, King of the Clarinet: His Life and Times wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Holly Murphy:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Artie Shaw, King of the Clarinet: His Life and Times when you required it?
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