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What has happened to the American family in the last few decades? And what
are these changes doing to our children? David Elkind, renowned child
psychologist and author of The Hurried Child, has devoted his career to these
urgent questions. This eloquent book puts together all the puzzling facts and
conflicting accounts to show us as never before what the American family has
become.
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What has happened to the American family in the last few decades? And what are these changes doing to our
children? David Elkind, renowned child psychologist and author of The Hurried Child, has devoted his
career to these urgent questions. This eloguent book puts together all the puzzling facts and conflicting
accounts to show us as never before what the American family has become.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Well known for The Hurried Child (Addison-Wesley, 1988), Elkind focuses on the family unit in his latest
publication. Supporting his arguments with a well-documented study of the family, Elkind (child study, Tufts
Univ.) iscritical of both the modern nuclear family for its imbalance toward the child and the postmodern
permeable family for its imbalance toward the parents. The "nuclear family” is defined as the family of the
1950s, characterized by romantic love, unilateral authority, and domesticity. The "permeable family" isthe
current paradigm, characterized by consensual love, shared parenting, mutual authority, and autonomy.
Though his critique is not unique, Elkind concludes that hope can be found for the development of the "vital
family" to replace both earlier models. The vital family-characterized as one that "energizes and nurtures the
abilities and talents of both children and their parents’-would combine the best of both models and would
accommodate the changes in society that have been occuring at an increasingly rapid rate. An essential
purchase for academic, including community college libraries, thisimportant work also belongsin larger
public libraries.

Kay Brodie, Chesapeake Coll., Wye Mills, Md.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

In style and content...this book is addressed to the general reader...[It] seeks to answer the question: What
should we do as traditional family structures seem to be crumbling?...[Elkind] thinks the solution lies with a
change in parental behavior. He sees contemporary families 'stumbling' toward a new balance between the
needs of the children and the needs of the parents, one that integrates the mutual responsibility of the
traditional family with the freedoms of the contemporary family...Let's hope that Elkind is right. (Douglas J.
Besharov Washington Post Book World)

Elkind...is as much a child advocate as an intellectual guru, and his dissection of what's gone wrong for
children in Americatoday iswritten with passion and clarity. (Washington Times)

A thoughtful effort, one of the most thoughtful | have come across, to...make sense of the overpowering
changes that have taken place within ageneration...A powerful new analysis of how family lifein general
has changed over the law thirty years, altering not just the experience of childhood but that of adulthood as
well...Building on a complete substructure of work in social history, psychology, and social research, Elkind
develops a systematic argument for how we got from then to now, from the nuclear family of the modern
period to the fragmented family of the postmodern. (Edward Shorter, Ph.D. Readings: A Journal of Reviews
and Commentary in Mental Health)

This book has many strengths, the first being that it is a well-documented study of family life. The author
consistently builds on his past work and cites outstanding scholars as he traces the history of family
life...This book is a valuable contribution to the vast body of literature that focuses on families. It provides a
clear picture of why family life has changed...[and] aids in clarifying the strengths and weaknesses of
idealized family life. (Sharon J. Price Phi Kappa Phi Journal)

Elkind's new book sums up the changes we are all witnessing and their cost to children. A very good,
worthwhile book written by someone from the “inside.' (T. Berry Brazelton, M.D., author of Touchpoints)

Elkind's book should be read for its contribution to understanding recent changes in the American family,



and for itsimportant, yet debatable, application of the concept of postmodernism to the family. (JamesT.
Mathieu New Oxford Review)

About the Author
David Elkind, Professor of Child Study at Tufts University, is the author of many books, including The
Hurried Child: Growing Up Too Fast Too Soon.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rose Waldman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance. Try to stumble
through book Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance as your pal. It meansthat it can to become your
friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Madeleine Bandy:

With other case, little persons like to read book Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance. Y ou can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant the book
Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open abook as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou need to
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Robert Schrader:

This Ties That Stress. The New Family Imbalance usualy are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance can be one of the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Ties That
Stress. The New Family Imbalance giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and revel
in reading.

Arthur Freeman:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can



choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It
isreferred to as of book Ties That Stress. The New Family Imbalance. Y ou can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.

It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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