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Between 1915 and 1941, Tagore (1861-1941) and Gandhi (1869-1948) differed
and argued about many things of personal, national, and international
significance---satyagraha, non-cooperation, the boycott and burning of foreign
cloth, the efficacy of fasting as a means of resistance and Gandhi’ s mantra
connecting “swaraj” and “charkha”. The author tracks the development of this
dialogue and argues that the debate was about more fundamental issues, such as
the nature of truth and swar aj/freedom and the possibilities of untruth that Tagore
saw in Gandhi’ s movements for truth and freedom. Puri shows that the
differences between the two men’s perspectives came from differently negotiated
relationships to (and understandings of) tradition and modernity. Tagore was part
of the Bengal renaissance and powerfully influenced by the idea that the
Enlightenment consisted in the freedom of the individua to reason for herself.
Gandhi, on the other hand, remained close to the Indian philosophical tradition
which linked individual freedom to moral progress. Puri points out that Tagore
cannot, however, be unreflectively assimilated to the Enlightenment project of
Western modernity, for he came fairly close to Gandhi in rejecting the
anthropocentricism of modernity and shared Gandhi’s belief in an enchanted
COSMOS.

The only single-authored volume on the Tagore-Gandhi debate, this book isa
welcome addition to the existing literature.
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Between 1915 and 1941, Tagore (1861-1941) and Gandhi (1869-1948) differed and argued about many
things of personal, national, and international significance---satyagraha, non-cooperation, the boycott and
burning of foreign cloth, the efficacy of fasting as a means of resistance and Gandhi’ s mantra connecting
“swaraj” and “charkha”. The author tracks the development of this dialogue and argues that the debate was
about more fundamental issues, such as the nature of truth and swaraj/freedom and the possibilities of
untruth that Tagore saw in Gandhi’ s movements for truth and freedom. Puri shows that the differences
between the two men’ s perspectives came from differently negotiated rel ationships to (and understandings
of) tradition and modernity. Tagore was part of the Bengal renaissance and powerfully influenced by the idea
that the Enlightenment consisted in the freedom of the individual to reason for herself. Gandhi, on the other
hand, remained close to the Indian philosophical tradition which linked individual freedom to moral
progress. Puri points out that Tagore cannot, however, be unreflectively assimilated to the Enlightenment
project of Western modernity, for he came fairly close to Gandhi in rejecting the anthropocentricism of
modernity and shared Gandhi’ s belief in an enchanted cosmos.

The only single-authored volume on the Tagore-Gandhi debate, this book is a welcome addition to the
existing literature.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Thisisan important book—as the first monograph on the debate between Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma
Gandhi ... . it also provides a sharp picture of the two positions in the debate, drawing attention to many
truths about them which are not obvious and deserve to be emphasised. ... The treatment is repeatedly
powerful and the book is highly successful in advancing understanding of the philosophical confrontation
between these two great leaders.” (Richard Sorabji, SOPHIA, Vol. 55, 2016)

From the Back Cover

This volume discusses the devel opment of the dialogue between Tagore (1861-1941) and Gandhi (1869-
1948) during 1915 and 1941, about many things of personal, national, and international
significance---satyagraha, non-cooperation, the boycott and burning of foreign cloth, the efficacy of fasting
as ameans of resistance and Gandhi’ s mantra connecting “swaraj” and “charkha”. The author, Bindu Puri,
argues that the debate was about more fundamental issues, such as the nature of truth and swaraj/freedom
and the possihilities of untruth that Tagore saw in Gandhi’ s movements for truth and freedom. Puri shows
that the differences between the two men’s perspectives came from differently negotiated relationships to
(and understandings of) tradition and modernity. Tagore was part of the Bengal renaissance and powerfully
influenced by the idea that the Enlightenment consisted in the freedom of the individual to reason for herself.
Gandhi, on the other hand, remained close to the Indian philosophical tradition which linked individual
freedom to moral progress. Puri points out that Tagore cannot, however, be unreflectively assimilated to the
Enlightenment project of Western modernity, for he came fairly close to Gandhi in rejecting the
anthropocentricism of modernity and shared Gandhi’s belief in an enchanted cosmos.

The only single-authored volume on the Tagore-Gandhi debate, this book is awelcome addition to the
existing literature.

About the Author

Bindu Puri is an associate professor with the Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi, Delhi, India.
She has been interested in issues in political philosophy, moral philosophy, and modern Indian philosophy.
She has published six books, including one monograph, entitled Gandhi and the Moral Life. She has edited
Mahatma Gandhi and His Contemporaries and co-edited two volumes on the philosophy of Immanuel Kant,
entitled Reason, Morality and Beauty, and Terror, Peace and Universalism, published by Oxford University
Press. She has recently co-edited a special issue of |1C Quarterly on Living with Religious Diversity (April
2014). She has published about 35 articles, including book reviews, in philosophical and interdisciplinary
journals of international repute, including articles in Sophia, Philosophia and the Journal of Indian Council
of Philosophical Research, some of which are: The Self and the Other: Liberalism and Gandhi (Philosophia,
Vol. 39[4], 2011); Freedom and the Dynamics of the Self and the * Other” : Re-constructing the Debate
between Tagore and Gandhi (Sophia 52[2], 2013); and Finding Reasons for Being Reasonable:
Interrogating Rawls (Sophia 2014). Professor Puri has presented many papersin national and international
seminars and has delivered several invited lectures in universitiesin India and abroad.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Long:

Often the book The Tagore-Gandhi Debate on Matters of Truth and Untruth (Sophia Studiesin Cross-
cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to describe theideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Tagore-Gandhi Debate on Matters of Truth and Untruth (Sophia Studiesin
Cross-cultura Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Betty Castaneda:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Tagore-Gandhi Debate on Matters of
Truth and Untruth (Sophia Studies in Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures), you may enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lori Parker:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and aso soon.
The The Tagore-Gandhi Debate on Matters of Truth and Untruth (Sophia Studies in Cross-cultural
Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Richard Valadez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Tagore-Gandhi Debate on Matters of
Truth and Untruth (Sophia Studies in Cross-cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) to make your
personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
reading through especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide The Tagore-Gandhi Debate on Matters of Truth and Untruth (Sophia Studiesin Cross-
cultural Philosophy of Traditions and Cultures) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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