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You’d think Polly Martin would have all the answers when it comes to
love—after all, her grandmother is the famous syndicated advice columnist Miss
Swoon. But after a junior year full of dating disasters, Polly has sworn off boys.
This summer, she’s going to focus on herself for once. So Polly is happy when
she finds out Grandma is moving in—think of all the great advice she’ll get.

But Miss Swoon turns out to be a man-crazy sexagenarian! How can Polly stop
herself from falling for Xander Cooper, the suddenly-hot skateboarder who keeps
showing up while she’s working at Wild Waves water park, when Grandma is
picking up guys at the bookstore and flirting with the dishwasher repairman?

No advice column can prepare Polly for what happens when she goes on a group
camping trip with three too many ex-boyfriends and the tempting Xander. Polly
is forced to face her feelings and figure out if she can be in love—and still be
herself.
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You’d think Polly Martin would have all the answers when it comes to love—after all, her grandmother is
the famous syndicated advice columnist Miss Swoon. But after a junior year full of dating disasters, Polly
has sworn off boys. This summer, she’s going to focus on herself for once. So Polly is happy when she finds
out Grandma is moving in—think of all the great advice she’ll get.

But Miss Swoon turns out to be a man-crazy sexagenarian! How can Polly stop herself from falling for
Xander Cooper, the suddenly-hot skateboarder who keeps showing up while she’s working at Wild Waves
water park, when Grandma is picking up guys at the bookstore and flirting with the dishwasher repairman?

No advice column can prepare Polly for what happens when she goes on a group camping trip with three too
many ex-boyfriends and the tempting Xander. Polly is forced to face her feelings and figure out if she can be
in love—and still be herself.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up—Flirty Polly Martin has sworn off boys after five failed relationships in her junior year. Now
she's working at the Wild Waves water park for the summer and faces distractions like her boss; a good-
looking ex; and a regular customer, shirtless Xander, who makes her heart patter. Increasingly confused
about how to interact with the opposite sex, she chooses heavy petting over relationships. She turns to her
grandmother, newspaper-columnist Miss Swoon, for advice. But wisecracking, sexual-innuendo-spewing
Polly won't get anywhere until she can learn to deal with her emotions and her parents' divorce. At the start
of the narrative, Polly's bad-girl act seems a little over-the-top but the reasons for her behavior slowly
emerge halfway through the book. Each chapter ends with a letter to Miss Swoon, blog posts from a
rumormonger coworker, and musings from love interest Xander. All in all, this book is a light read with an
emotional awakening and enough romance to keep fans of the genre interested.—Shawna Sherman,
Hayward Public Library, CA
(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
Boy crazy in a house full of women, Polly is facing a summer nightmare of working a crummy water park
job being supervised by an ex—and in a bathing suit no less! Hoping to learn from her advice-columnist
grandmother, Polly swears off guys and tries to improve herself by following “Miss Swoon's” affirmations
and attempting to mend a rift with her best friend, Jane. Unfortunately, skater/poet (and formerly weird
neighbor kid) Xander keeps showing up at the park to babysit relatives and catches Polly's eye. Polly uses
humor to deflect most real conversations, which makes her the life of the party but leaves her lacking in the
serious-relationship department. What appears to be a frothy summer confection delves into some heftier
emotions as the underlying issues motivating Polly's actions, as well as those of her mom and grandma, are
uncovered. Each chapter ends with snippets from Miss Swoon's advice columns, Xander's poetic
observations about Polly, or entries from a coworker's gossip blog. Grades 7-9. --Heather Booth

About the Author

SYDNEY SALTER is the author of My Big Nose and Other Natural Disasters and Jungle Crossing. She
lives in Utah. www.sydneysalter.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis James:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Swoon at Your Own Risk was making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The publication Swoon at Your Own Risk is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Swoon at Your Own Risk. You never
really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.
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Charles Collier:

The knowledge that you get from Swoon at Your Own Risk is the more deep you looking the information
that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but Swoon at Your Own Risk giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
Swoon at Your Own Risk instantly.

Melanie Young:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Swoon
at Your Own Risk your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
before. The Swoon at Your Own Risk giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Norma Barnes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Swoon at Your Own Risk or perhaps
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Swoon at
Your Own Risk to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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