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Alongside the familiar pitched battles, regular sieges, and large-scale
manoeuvres, medieval and early modern wars also involved assassination,
abduction, treason and sabotage. These undercover operations were aimed
chiefly against key individuals, mostly royalty or the leaders of the opposing
army, and against key fortified places, including bridges, mills and dams.
However, because of their clandestine nature, these deeds of `derring-do' have
not been studied in any detail, a major gap which this book fills. It surveys a wide
variety of special operations, from the eleventh to the sixteenth century. It then
analyzes in greater depth six select and exciting operations: the betrayal of
Antioch in 1098; the attempt to rescue King Baldwin II from the dungeon of
Khartpert in 1123; the assassination of Conrad of Montferrat in 1192; the attempt
to storm Calais in 1350; the `dirty war' waged by the rulers of France and
Burgundy in the 1460s and 1470s; and the demolition of the flour mill of Auriol
in 1536. Dr YUVAL NOAH HARARI teaches at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, and is the author of Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind.
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Editorial Review

Review
Unequivocally illustrate(s) the importance of special operations and of small scale initiatives in medieval
warfare. Harari's prose and research will appeal to both academics and enthusiasts of military history.
Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 is a great contribution to the field and should inspire
many more studies. DE RE MILITARI The prose is detailed but very clear and coloured plates, maps, etc.,
help. BIBLIOTHQUE D'HUMANISME ET RENAISSANCE A scholarly but eminently readable account of
undercover operations in medieval warfare. CLASSIC ARMS & MILITARIA An entertaining but also
learned book, from which it is possible to glean much about medieval military history. BBC HISTORY
MAGAZINE A wide-ranging study, which sets medieval warfare in a novel perspective. EHRHighly
readable.(...) This is a popular book, but a scholarly one and a worthy addition to the well-known series
Warfare in History. CRUSADES Recommended. CHOICE

About the Author
Professor YUVAL NOAH HARARI teaches at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and is the author of the
international bestseller Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

The book untitled Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) is the guide
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550
(Warfare in History) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Elliot Weber:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in
History) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Katie Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Special Operations in the Age of
Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) as good book not merely by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Richard Lawrence:

This Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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