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Between the fifteenth and the mid-seventeenth centuries, when the Renaissance
and early capitalism were transforming Europe, changes no less dramatic were
occurring in Southeast Asia. This diverse tropical region was integrated into a
global trade system, while trade-based cities came to dominate its affairs. Its
states became more centralized and absolutist, and its people adopted scriptural
faiths of personal morality. The pace of these changes finds parallels only in our
own era.

Anthony Reid has analyzed and vividly portrayed this Southeast Asian Age of
Commerce in two volumes. The first volume, published in 1988 to great acclaim,
explored the physical, material, cultural, and social structures of the region. The
concluding volume focuses on the profound changes that defined the Age of
Commerce as a period. The spice trade that animated the global boom of the
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries made possible revolutionary changes in
urbanization, commercialization, state structure, and belief. Islam, Christianity,
and Theravada Buddhism made rapid gains in alliance with the new states. Reid
discerns common ground between these developments and the forces
transforming Europe and Japan but identifies particular limitations on the growth
of private capital and the stability of states in Southeast Asia. A final chapter
explores the crisis in the mid-seventeenth century that disengaged Southeast
Asians from the world economy for the next three centuries.
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Between the fifteenth and the mid-seventeenth centuries, when the Renaissance and early capitalism were
transforming Europe, changes no less dramatic were occurring in Southeast Asia. This diverse tropical
region was integrated into a global trade system, while trade-based cities came to dominate its affairs. Its
states became more centralized and absolutist, and its people adopted scriptural faiths of personal morality.
The pace of these changes finds parallels only in our own era.

Anthony Reid has analyzed and vividly portrayed this Southeast Asian Age of Commerce in two volumes.
The first volume, published in 1988 to great acclaim, explored the physical, material, cultural, and social
structures of the region. The concluding volume focuses on the profound changes that defined the Age of
Commerce as a period. The spice trade that animated the global boom of the sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries made possible revolutionary changes in urbanization, commercialization, state structure, and belief.
Islam, Christianity, and Theravada Buddhism made rapid gains in alliance with the new states. Reid discerns
common ground between these developments and the forces transforming Europe and Japan but identifies
particular limitations on the growth of private capital and the stability of states in Southeast Asia. A final
chapter explores the crisis in the mid-seventeenth century that disengaged Southeast Asians from the world
economy for the next three centuries.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Anthony Reid is professor of Southeast Asian history, Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian
National University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680:
Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

The reserve untitled Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis is
the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680:
Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Francis King:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce,
1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis publication written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still uncertainty Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis as
good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't
ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.



Joseph Rankins:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion
and Crisis can make you feel more interested to read.
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