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"A remarkable story brilliantly told." (Bill Bryson)

"In Our Land Before We Die, Jeff Guinn embarks on a personal quest to explore
the heartbreaking--yet ultimately inspiring--legacy on the Seminole Negro
Indians in their search for freedom. The result is atriumph of oral storytelling,
thwarting past efforts to erase these people from the land and history itself.” (Iris
Chang, author of The Rape of Nanking)

"Jeff Guinn recounts an important American story here that has long needed
telling, and hetells it with passion, skill and humor." (James McBride, author of
Miracle at &. Anna and The Color of Water)

Every September the Seminole Negro Indians hold atribal gathering in the town
of Brackettville, Texas. After a short parade down Brackettville's four-block
main street, one hundred or so men, women, and children gather in the one-acre
Seminole Scout Cemetery and tell the story of their people. In Our Land Before
We Die, Jeff Guinn echoes their voices as he traces the little-known history of the
runaway slaves who fled to the Florida Evergladesto live beside the Seminole
Indians.

Deeply rooted in oral tribal history and based upon extensive interviews with
descendants, Our Land Before We Die describes the incredible circumstances of
a people who sought shelter in the shadow of atribe whose land and welfare
already hung in the balance. And yet in their tireless journey-from Floridato
Indian Territory in Oklahoma; on the seven-hundred-mile flight from persecution
that took them across the Rio Grande into Mexico; and then back across the Rio
Grande to Texas-they never surrendered the hope of one day attaining land of
their own.

Our Land Before We Die brings to life the largely forgotten history of a
courageous people and the descendants for whom this story is their only legacy.
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"A remarkable story brilliantly told." (Bill Bryson)

"In Our Land Before We Die, Jeff Guinn embarks on a personal quest to explore the heartbreaking--yet
ultimately inspiring--legacy on the Seminole Negro Indiansin their search for freedom. Theresultisa
triumph of oral storytelling, thwarting past efforts to erase these people from the land and history itself." (Iris
Chang, author of The Rape of Nanking)

"Jeff Guinn recounts an important American story here that has long needed telling, and he tells it with
passion, skill and humor." (James McBride, author of Miracle at &. Anna and The Color of Water)

Every September the Seminole Negro Indians hold atribal gathering in the town of Brackettville, Texas.
After a short parade down Brackettvill€'s four-block main street, one hundred or so men, women, and
children gather in the one-acre Seminole Scout Cemetery and tell the story of their people. In Our Land
Before We Die, Jeff Guinn echoes their voices as he traces the little-known history of the runaway slaves
who fled to the Florida Everglades to live beside the Seminole Indians.

Deeply rooted in oral tribal history and based upon extensive interviews with descendants, Our Land Before
We Die describes the incredible circumstances of a people who sought shelter in the shadow of atribe whose
land and welfare already hung in the balance. And yet in their tireless journey-from Floridato Indian
Territory in Oklahoma; on the seven-hundred-mile flight from persecution that took them across the Rio
Grande into Mexico; and then back across the Rio Grande to Texas-they never surrendered the hope of one
day attaining land of their own.

Our Land Before We Die bringsto life the largely forgotten history of a courageous people and the
descendants for whom this story is their only legacy.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Working with two tellers of the tribal history, Miss Charles Emily Wilson and Willie Warrior, Texas
journalist Guinn interviewed more than two dozen people to produce a compelling narrative of the Seminole
Negro (pronounced "Nay-gro") tribe's origins and history. In the 18th century, escaped African slaves fled
south into Spanish-held Florida and allied themselves with the Seminole Indians, in effect making
themselves into a separate tribe. When the Americans under Andrew Jackson invaded Florida, the Negro
Seminoles fought side by side with Indian alliesto defend villages and land. After the bloodletting of the
Seminole Wars of the early 19th century, the Seminole Negroes were removed from Florida and settled in
the Indian Territory of what is now Oklahoma. Miserable and alone, most of the tribe walked off the
reservation and migrated to Mexico. After the American Civil War, the U.S. government needed troops to
help defend the Texas border against Comanches and Apaches, and the group returned and enlisted as scouts
to help "pacify" Texas. Four Seminoles earned Medals of Honor for their brave deeds, and the tribe was
promised aland of its own. Instead, the Seminoles Negro tribe was disbanded in 1914, and its families were
evicted from government-owned land. To this day, their descendants till cry for justice and for aland to call
their own. The tribe gathers yearly in Brackettville, Tex., to tell storiesto their young people, maintain a
cemetery and keep alive their heritage. Guinn depicts all of this clearly and without sentiment, and includes
his own involvement with the tribe as part of the narrative, making this an authoritative story of the pursuit
of truth.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Guinn tells the hidden story of America's deep conscious denia of the complex relationship between blacks
and the various indigenous Indian nations in the founding of this country. The numerous Indian nations early
in the territory known as Florida, held at various points by the British, Spanish and the French, became
places of refuge for runaway slaves. Given the oppression faced by black slaves and that faced by the Native
Americans, the alliances they forged were complex. Some Indians sought to return the runaways to their
dave masters; others allowed the davesto live as dlies; others permitted the slaves to settle into semi-
independent settlements close by. When the U.S. finally won control of Florida and sent the nations on the
legendary Trail of Tears to the Oklahoma territory and beyond, many Seminole Negroes accompanied them.
Guinn'sinterviews with descendents who still hold fast to the promises of the U.S. government provides a
compelling look at atroubling part of American history and continued disappointing policy regarding
Indians, blacks, and entitlement to land. Vernon Ford

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

...an important American story here that has long needed telling, and [Guinn] tellsit with passion, skill
andhumor. -- James McBride

Jeff Guinn recounts an important American story here...and he tellsit with passion, skill and humor. -- James
McBride, author of Miracle at . Anna

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Bradley Smith:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the
Seminole Negro. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the Seminole Negro. Y ou can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we could open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ronald Ybarra;

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or that for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story
of the Seminole Negro. All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Beulah Scherr:

This Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the Seminole Negro book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper a person read alot of information
you will get. This Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the Seminole Negro without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Our
Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the Seminole Negro can bring once you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the Seminole Negro having good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Randy Caldera:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extratime or they will
get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So, if we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is Our Land Before We Die: The Proud Story of the Seminole Negro.
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