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The premier historical Jesus scholar joinsa brilliant archaeologist to
illuminate the life and teaching of Jesus against the background of hisworld.

There have been phenomenal advancesin the historical understanding of Jesus
and hisworld and times, but also huge, lesser known advances in first—century
Palestine archaeology that explain a great deal about Jesus, his followers, and his
teachings. Thisisthe first book that combines the two and it doesit in afresh,
accessible way that will interest both biblical scholars and students and also the
thousands of lay readers of Biblical Archaeology Review (150,000+ circulation),
National Geographic, and other archaeology and ancient history books and
magazines. Each chapter of the book focuses on a major modern archaeological
or textual discovery and shows how that discovery opens awindow onto a major
feature of Jesus's life and teachings.
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The premier historical Jesus scholar joinsa brilliant archaeologist to illuminate the life and teaching
of Jesus against the background of hisworld.

There have been phenomenal advances in the historical understanding of Jesus and his world and times, but
also huge, lesser known advances in first—century Palestine archaeology that explain a great deal about Jesus,
his followers, and histeachings. Thisisthefirst book that combines the two and it doesit in afresh,
accessible way that will interest both biblical scholars and students and also the thousands of |ay readers of
Biblical Archaeology Review (150,000+ circulation), National Geographic, and other archaeology and
ancient history books and magazines. Each chapter of the book focuses on a major modern archaeological or
textual discovery and shows how that discovery opens awindow onto a major feature of Jesus'slife and
teachings.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

"Why did Jesus happen when and where he happened?’ is the question that drives Excavating Jesus, a
collaboration between the leading historical Jesus scholar John Dominic Crossan and noted Galilean

archeol ogist Jonathan Reed. Excavating Jesus is a groundbreaking work of popular biblical scholarship, an
extraordinarily mature and accessible integration of textual study with archeological research. "Words talk.
Stones talk too. Neither talks from the past without interpretive dialogue with the present. But each demands
to be heard in its own way," the authors write. Trueto this principle, Crossan and Reed consider archaeol ogy
and exegesis "as twin independent methods, neither of which is subordinate or submissive to the other." The
bulk of the book identifies, analyzes, and integrates what the authors believe to be the "top 10" archeological
discoveries pertaining to the life of Jesus (such as the house of the apostle Peter at Capernaum), and the top
10 exegetical discoveries (such asthe Dead Sea Scrolls). Their excavation of the most important sites and
texts, accompanied by stunning illustrations and photographs, provide perhaps the most precise picture of the
world in which Jesus lived. For many readers, this information will also shed light on the central themes of
Christianity. For instance, in the first century in Galilee, "the Kingdom" meant the Roman Empire. "When,
therefore, Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God, he chose the one expression most cal culated to draw Roman
attention to what he was doing. Not the 'peopl€' or the 'community’ of God, but the 'Kingdom' of God." That's
why the Baptism movement of John and the Kingdom movement of Jesus started there and then." --Michael
Joseph Gross

From Publishers Weekly

In his monumental The Historical Jesus. The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant, Crossan brilliantly
challenged conventional historical Jesus scholarship. Using socia-scientific and literary critica methods, he
uncovered the layers of the Jesus traditions in the Gospels, excavating not an eschatological prophet
preaching a future divine kingdom, but an itinerant Galilean peasant preaching a kingdom based on
"commensality,” or the just distribution of food. Many critics disagreed violently with Crossan, contending
that his book was full of outlandish assertions. Now Crossan partners with archeol ogist Reed to demonstrate
the material basis of his earlier textual arguments. With exceptional skill, the authors weave a spellbinding
tale of the ways that recent archaeol ogical finds support the rich textual layers of the Gospel stories. For
example, Crossan and Reed show the radical nature of Jesus' kingdom of itinerancy and commensality by
using the archeology of Herod's palace to demonstrate that his meals, far from the all-encompassing feasts
associated with earlier temples, had become elite affairs. Jesus' invitations to the marginalized and outcast to
sit at the table flew in the face of this social and political structure. Like any other book that uses archeol ogy
to support its claims about biblical texts, this one will be criticized for using material remainsto read the
Bible in aparticular way. However, Crossan and Reed's book provides afascinating, beautifully illustrated
and elegantly written account of the life and times of Jesus, providing readers with one of the richest
glimpses into Jesus and his world now available.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Crossan, author of several best-selling books about Jesus, now goes beyond biography to examine what clues
archaeology can offer about Jesus' life and times. With coauthor Reed, a Galilean field archaeologist,
Crossan examines the 10 most significant archaeological digsin the towns of ancient Palestine (Nazareth,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Tiberias, and Jerusalem) in context with 10 important textual discoveries, including the Dead Sea Scrolls and
writings such as the Gnostic gospels of Thomas. First-century Palestine comes alive here. Readers are invited
along to visit places like Sepphoris, an urban center only four miles from Nazareth; the Sea of Galilee, where
aboat was found and carbon-dated to the time of Jesus; and Peter's house at Capernaum. Thisis another
winner for Crossan, written in language simple enough for the layperson but stimulating and provocative for
readers of al kinds. To be illustrated with black-and-white archaeol ogical drawings throughout and a full-
color insert. [lene Cooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elinor Russell:

The book untitled Excavating Jesus: Beneath the Stones, Behind the Texts: Revised and Updated is the book
that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personaly is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Excavating Jesus: Beneath the
Stones, Behind the Texts: Revised and Updated from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
freetime.

Karen Johnson:

Spent afreetimeto be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled Excavating Jesus. Beneath the Stones, Behind the Texts: Revised and
Updated can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

David Wysocki:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Excavating Jesus: Beneath the Stones, Behind the Texts: Revised and Updated
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person.
Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will

directly guide you to pick up this book.



Casey Russdll:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
isvery important in addition to book asto be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your abject. One of them is niagra Excavating Jesus.
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