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A rescued archive of vintage New York City from a forgotten ash can artist

After cartoonist, educator, and editor James Sturm discovered the vintage book
Mopey Dick and the Duke, he set off to find out more about the author, the
deceased and unknown cartoonist Denys Wortman. Sturm immediately took note
of the masterful drawings?casual, confident, and brimming with personality?and
wondered how this cartoonist escaped his radar. After some online sleuthing,
Sturm connected with Wortman's son, who relayed that an archive of more than
five thousand illustrations was literally sitting in his shed in dire need of
rescuing. For more than thirty-five years, the illustrations had been fighting such
elements as hungry rodents, rusty paper clips, and even a blizzard. Wortman's
son also had drawers full of his father's correspondence, including letters and
holiday cards from William Steig and Walt Disney. Original artwork by artists
and personal friends?including Peggy Bacon, Milt Gross, Isabel Bishop, and
Reginald Marsh?were also saved. The fact that Wortman's luminary peers held
him in the highest regard, coupled with his artistic prowess, makes his absence
from both fine art and comics history puzzling. So Sturm and Brandon Elston set
out to create a beautiful tribute to the forgotten master.

Denys Wortman's New York is not only a tribute to Wortman; it is a tribute to
New York, the city that sparked Wortman's voracious creative output. From coal
cellars to rooftops, from opera houses to boardinghouses, Wortman recorded the
sailors, dishwashers, con artists, entertainers, pushcart peddlers, construction
workers, musicians, hoboes, society matrons, young mothers, secretaries, and
students who collectively made the city what it was and is today.
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A rescued archive of vintage New York City from a forgotten ash can artist

After cartoonist, educator, and editor James Sturm discovered the vintage book Mopey Dick and the Duke, he
set off to find out more about the author, the deceased and unknown cartoonist Denys Wortman. Sturm
immediately took note of the masterful drawings?casual, confident, and brimming with personality?and
wondered how this cartoonist escaped his radar. After some online sleuthing, Sturm connected with
Wortman's son, who relayed that an archive of more than five thousand illustrations was literally sitting in
his shed in dire need of rescuing. For more than thirty-five years, the illustrations had been fighting such
elements as hungry rodents, rusty paper clips, and even a blizzard. Wortman's son also had drawers full of
his father's correspondence, including letters and holiday cards from William Steig and Walt Disney.
Original artwork by artists and personal friends?including Peggy Bacon, Milt Gross, Isabel Bishop, and
Reginald Marsh?were also saved. The fact that Wortman's luminary peers held him in the highest regard,
coupled with his artistic prowess, makes his absence from both fine art and comics history puzzling. So
Sturm and Brandon Elston set out to create a beautiful tribute to the forgotten master.

Denys Wortman's New York is not only a tribute to Wortman; it is a tribute to New York, the city that
sparked Wortman's voracious creative output. From coal cellars to rooftops, from opera houses to
boardinghouses, Wortman recorded the sailors, dishwashers, con artists, entertainers, pushcart peddlers,
construction workers, musicians, hoboes, society matrons, young mothers, secretaries, and students who
collectively made the city what it was and is today.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Denys Wortman (1887–1954) was born in Saugerties, New York. He studied at the New York School of
Fine and Applied Art, where his classmates included George Bellows, Rockwell Kent, and Edward Hopper.
In 1924, he took over the comic feature Metropolitan Movies in the pages of the New York World and found
his true passion as a cartoonist.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

Here thing why this particular Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s and 40s are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait
of the City in the 30s and 40s giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s
and 40s. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s and 40s in e-
book can be your option.

Arthur Warnick:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s and 40s. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

Irene Gamino:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s and 40s we can consider
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just



simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this
book Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s and 40s. You can more pleasing than now.

Sheila Whitley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Denys Wortman's New York: Portrait of the City in the 30s and 40s when you
essential it?
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