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Sunderland! Thirteen hundred years ago it was the greatest center of learning in
the whole of Christendom and the very cradle of English consciousness. In the
time of Lewis Carroll it was the greatest shipbuilding port in the world. To this
city that gave the world the electric light bulb, the stars and stripes, the
millennium, the Liberty Ships and the greatest British dragon legend came
Carrall in the years preceding his most famous book, Alice in Wonderland, and
here are buried the roots of his surreal masterpiece. Enter the famous Edwardian
palace of varieties, The Sunderland Empire, for a unique experience: an
entertaining and epic meditation on myth, history and storytelling and decide for
yourself - does Sunderland really exist?
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Sunderland! Thirteen hundred years ago it was the greatest center of learning in the whole of Christendom
and the very cradle of English consciousness. In the time of Lewis Carroll it was the greatest shipbuilding
port in the world. To this city that gave the world the electric light bulb, the stars and stripes, the millennium,
the Liberty Ships and the greatest British dragon legend came Carroll in the years preceding his most famous
book, Alice in Wonderland, and here are buried the roots of his surreal masterpiece. Enter the famous
Edwardian palace of varieties, The Sunderland Empire, for a unique experience: an entertaining and epic
meditation on myth, history and storytelling and decide for yourself - does Sunderland really exist?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Talbot's freewheeling, metafictional magnum opus is amap of the curious and delightful
territory of its cartoonist's mind, starring himself in multiple roles. The starting point is the history of his
hometown, the northeast English city of Sunderland, along with his lifelong fascination with the myths and
realities behind Lewis Carroll and Alice in Wonderland—potentially dry material, but Talbot pulls out all the
stops to keep it entertaining. He veers off on one fascinating tangent after another. The book encompasses
dead-on parodies of EC horror comics, British boys comics and Hergé's Tintin, walk-ons by local heroes like
Sidney James, extensive analysis of a couple of William Hogarth prints, a cameo appearance by the
Venerable Scott McComics-Expert and even a song-and-dance number, drawing a three-dimensional web of
coincidences and connections between al. It's also a showcase for the explosive verve of Talbot's protean
illustrative style, with digital collages of multiple mediaon amost every page: pen-and-ink drawingsin a
striking variety of styles, photographs, painting, computer modeling, and all manner of found images. The
book's only real weaknessisits scattered focus, but Talbot is a remarkable raconteur, even if what he's
presenting is more a variety show than a story. (Apr.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1865) and Through the Looking
Glass(1872) have had an immeasurable impact on children's literature and, indeed, the entire spectrum of
popular entertainment, with Carroll's absurdist wordplay and surreal scenariosinspiring artistic visionaries
from Salvador Dali to John Lennon. Of English writers, only Shakespeare is more frequently quoted. Such
interesting literary tidbits as those abound in Talbot's lavishly illustrated graphic "entertainment” tracing the
historical and cultural influences behind Carroll's masterpieces. The launching pad for Talbot's alternately
fanciful and didactic exposition is the Empire Theatre in Sunderland, aformer shipping port in northeastern
England and afavorite Carroll haunt. Talbot's chosen stage manager-narrator is his own illustrated

doppel ganger, who takes the Empire stage for an audience of one and proceeds on a breathtaking tour
through Sunderland's colorful history. Along with insightsinto famous battles, bridges, and ghost-infested
castles, Talbot provides updates to Carrall's biography via recent information concerning his controversial
relationship to the "real” Alice, Alice Liddell (1852-1934). Talbot's talented team of collaborating illustrators
weaves arich tapestry of artistic styles, ranging from superlative pen-and-ink drawing to colorized faux
photography. They make a beautiful coffee-table volume of what may come to stand with Martin Gardner's
The Annotated Alice(1960; rev. ed., 1990) as an indispensable trove of Wonderland lore. Carl Hays
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Bryan Tabot was born in 1952. He has worked on underground comics, science fiction and superhero stories
such as Judge Dredd and Batman: Legends of the Dark Knight. His books include Alice in Sunderland,
Dotter of Her Father's Eyes (with Mary Talbot), the first graphic novel to win the Costa biography award,
and the Grandville series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Aaron Mullen:

Within other casg, little people like to read book Alice in Sunderland. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a book Alicein Sunderland. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open abook or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Karen Moore:

This Alice in Sunderland are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Alice in Sunderland can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Alice in Sunderland forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. S0, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

AngelaHarris:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Alice in Sunderland
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
could pick Alicein Sunderland become your own starter.

Jamie Gregory:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What
you must do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list
of books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Alice in Sunderland. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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