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This magisterial work, written by one of the world’s foremost Slavic scholars,
presents a survey of Russian literature from its beginning in the eleventh century
to modern times. Victor Terras argues eloquently that Russian literature has
reflected, defined, and shaped the nation’ s beliefs and goals, and he sets his
survey against a background of social and political developments and religious
and philosophic thought.

Terrastraces arich literary heritage that encompasses Russian folklore of the
eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries, medieval literature that in style and
substance drew on the Byzantine tradition, and literature of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, when Russia passed through a succession of literary
schools—neoclassicism, sentimentalism, romanticism, and realism—imported
from the West. Terras then moves on to the masterful realist fiction of Turgenev,
Dostoevsky, and Tolstoi during the second half of the nineteenth century,
showing how it was a catalyst for the social and cultural advances following the
reforms of Alexander 1. In discussing the period preceding the revolution of
1917, Terraslinks the literary movements with parallel developmentsin the
theater, music, and the visual arts, explaining that these al placed Russiain the
forefront of European modernism. Terras divides Russian literature after the
revolution into émigré and Soviet writing, and he demonstrates how the | atter
acted as a propagandatool of the Communist party. He concludes his survey with
the dissident movement that followed Stalin’s death, arguing that the movement
again made literature aleader in the struggle for freedom of thought, genuine
relevance, and communion with Western culture.
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This magisterial work, written by one of the world’ s foremost Slavic scholars, presents a survey of Russian
literature from its beginning in the eleventh century to modern times. Victor Terras argues elogquently that
Russian literature has reflected, defined, and shaped the nation’ s beliefs and goals, and he sets his survey
against a background of social and political developments and religious and philosophic thought.

Terrastraces arich literary heritage that encompasses Russian folklore of the eleventh, twelfth, and
thirteenth centuries, medieval literature that in style and substance drew on the Byzantine tradition, and
literature of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when Russia passed through a succession of literary
school s—neocl assicism, sentimentalism, romanticism, and realism—imported from the West. Terras then
moves on to the masterful realist fiction of Turgenev, Dostoevsky, and Tolstoi during the second half of the
nineteenth century, showing how it was a catalyst for the social and cultural advances following the reforms
of Alexander Il. In discussing the period preceding the revolution of 1917, Terras linksthe literary
movements with parallel developments in the theater, music, and the visual arts, explaining that these all
placed Russiain the forefront of European modernism. Terras divides Russian literature after the revolution
into émigré and Soviet writing, and he demonstrates how the latter acted as a propaganda tool of the
Communist party. He concludes his survey with the dissident movement that followed Stalin’s death,
arguing that the movement again made literature aleader in the struggle for freedom of thought, genuine
relevance, and communion with Western culture.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marjorie Batchelder:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This A History of Russian
Literature is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Danidl Butler:

The reason why? Because this A History of Russian Literature is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret thisinside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method.
So, il want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christine Erhart:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer isusualy A History of Russian Literature why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Leonard Jones;

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and A History of Russian Literature as
well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications



are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
A History of Russian Literature to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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