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With The Invention of Art, Larry Shiner challenges our conventional
understandings of art and asks us to reconsider its history entirely, arguing that
the category of fine art is a modern invention--that the lines drawn between art
and craft resulted from key social transformations in Europe during the long
eighteenth century.

"Shiner spent over a decade honing what he calls 'a brief history of the idea of
art.’ This carefully prepared and--given the extent and complexity of what he's
discussing--admirably concise, well-organized book isthe result. . . . Shiner'stext
is scholarly but accessible, and should appeal to readers with even a dabbler's
interest in art theory."--Publishers Weekly

"The Invention of Art is enjoyable to read and provides a welcome addition to the
history and philosophy of art."--Terrie L. Wilson, Art Documentation

"A lucid book . . . it should be a must-read for anyone active in the arts."--Marc
Spiegler, Chicago Tribune Books
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With The Invention of Art, Larry Shiner challenges our conventional understandings of art and asks us to
reconsider its history entirely, arguing that the category of fine art is a modern invention--that the lines
drawn between art and craft resulted from key social transformations in Europe during the long eighteenth
century.

"Shiner spent over a decade honing what he calls 'a brief history of the idea of art.' This carefully prepared
and--given the extent and complexity of what he's discussing--admirably concise, well-organized book is the
result. . . . Shiner'stext is scholarly but accessible, and should appeal to readers with even adabbler's interest
in art theory."--Publishers Weekly

"The Invention of Art is enjoyable to read and provides a welcome addition to the history and philosophy of
art."--Terrie L. Wilson, Art Documentation

"A lucid book . . . it should be a must-read for anyone active in the arts."--Marc Spiegler, Chicago Tribune
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

University of Illinois philosophy professor Shiner (The Secret Mirror, etc.) spent over a decade honing what
he callsa"brief history of the idea of art." This carefully prepared and given the extent and complexity of
what he is discussing admirably concise, well-organized book is the result. Looking forward as much as
backward, Shiner finds that "the category of fine art is arecent historical construction that could disappear in
itsturn." He plausibly traces the 18th-century division between "so-called polite and vulgar arts’ from atime
when music, for example, was played at home or for "religious and civic occasions' to when it started to be
played in concerts with no other goal than artistic enjoyment in and of itself: "On this high cultural ground,
noble and bourgeois could meet as afine art public, rejecting both the frivolous diversions of the rich and
highborn as well as the vulgar amusements of the populace.”" It was the beginning of art as we experience it
today. Shiner cites examples from awide range of forms, including Shakespeare's plays, Greek drama,
Cdllini's sculptures and Michelangel o's paintings. He also discusses Asian art, pointing out how "the
Japanese language had no collective noun for “art' in our sense until the nineteenth century” and establishes
that the phrase "Chinese art" is also arelatively recent invention, since before the 19th century no onein
China "grouped painting, sculpture, ceramics, and calligraphy together as objects’ with something
determinate in common. Essentially optimistic in tone, this book argues that people who complain about the
"death of art" arereally just failing to measure "the staying power of the established art system.” A must for
larger art collections, Shiner'stext is scholarly but accessible, and should appeal to readers with even a
dabbler'sinterest in art theory.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap

We take enormous comfort in the notion that art began in ancient Greece, or maybe even the Renaissance,
and that its progress can be traced through a long series of masterpieces. We believe even more firmly in the
ideathat art is transcendent and universal. With The Invention of Art, Larry Shiner challenges these articles
of faith and invites us to reconsider the history of art entirely. He argues that the category of fineart isa
modern invention-that the lines drawn between art and craft resulted from key social transformationsin
Europe during the long eighteenth century.

Theidea of fine art was inextricably linked to the development of new market economies and the rise of the
middle classes, both constituting enormous changes in Western culture. During this period, the art museum, a
place where art could be viewed, digested, and contemplated, first came into being. Meanwhile, critics
became less interested in how art and literature functioned, and more fascinated with art's aesthetic worth. At
the same time, the performance of classical music shifted from places of worship and political ceremoniesto
more secular and commercial venues whereit could be listened to silently. And accompanying these
institutional changes was the dissolution of the patronage system for producing art and the advent of a new
market system supported by consumers.

The Invention of Art traces the rich tradition of opposition to these institutions. Shiner looks at works by
thinkers as varied as Hogarth, Rousseau, Wollstonecraft, Emerson, Marx, Dewey, and Benjamin. Ultimately,
he shows how the modern system maintains its dominance through the assimilation of artists and musicians
who resist it, and the distinctions it draws between artists and artisans, and high art and the crafts.



About the Author

Larry Shiner isaprofessor of philosophy at the University of Illinois at Springfield. He is the author of The
Secularization of History and The Secret Mirror.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Julius M ontanez:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Invention of Art: A Cultural History, you may tells your family, friendsin addition to soon about
yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading areserve.

Richard Gary:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually The Invention of Art: A Cultural History.

Pauline Jones:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Invention of Art: A Cultural History was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Invention of Art: A Cultural History has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Mar gar et Jackson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Invention of Art: A Cultural History when you necessary it?
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