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Twenty-five years after her classic On Photography, Susan Sontag returns to the
subject of visual representations of war and violence in our culture today.

How does the spectacle of the sufferings of others (viatelevision or newsprint)
affect us? Are viewersinured--or incited--to violence by the depiction of cruelty?
In Regarding the Pain of Others, Susan Sontag takes a fresh look at the
representation of atrocity--from Goya's The Disasters of War to photographs of
the American Civil War, lynchings of blacks in the South, and the Nazi death
camps, to contemporary horrific images of Bosnia, Sierra Leone, Rwanda, | srael
and Palestine, and New Y ork City on September 11, 2001.

In Regarding the Pain of Others Susan Sontag once again changes the way we

think about the uses and meanings of images in our world, and offers an
important reflection about how war itself iswaged (and understood) in our time.
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Twenty-five years after her classic On Photography, Susan Sontag returns to the subject of visual
representations of war and violence in our culture today.

How does the spectacle of the sufferings of others (viatelevision or newsprint) affect us? Are viewers
inured--or incited--to violence by the depiction of cruelty? In Regarding the Pain of Others, Susan Sontag
takes afresh look at the representation of atrocity--from Goya's The Disasters of War to photographs of the
American Civil War, lynchings of blacks in the South, and the Nazi death camps, to contemporary horrific
images of Bosnia, Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Isragl and Palestine, and New Y ork City on September 11, 2001.

In Regarding the Pain of Others Susan Sontag once again changes the way we think about the uses and
meanings of images in our world, and offers an important reflection about how war itself is waged (and
understood) in our time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Twenty-six years after the publication of her influential collection of essays On Photography (1977), Sontag
(In America) reconsiders ideas that are "now fast approaching the status of platitudes," especialy the view
that our capacity to respond to images of war and atrocity is being dulled by "the relentless diffusion of
vulgar and appalling images" in our rapaciously media-driven culture. Sontag opens by describing Virginia
Woolf's essay on the roots of war, "Three Guineas," in which Woolf described a set of gruesome
photographs of mutilated bodies and buildings destroyed during the Spanish Civil War. Woolf wondered if
there truly can be a"we" between man and woman in matters of war. Sontag sets out to reopen and enlarge
the question. "No "we' should be taken for granted when the subject islooking at other peopl€'s pain," she
writes. The "we" that Sontag has come to be much more aware of in the decades since On Photography isthe
world of the rich. She has come to doubt her youthful contention that repeated exposure to images of
suffering necessarily shrivels sympathy, and she doubts even more the radical yet influential spin that others
put on this critique-that reality itself has become a spectacle. "To speak of reality becoming a spectacle...
universalizes the viewing habits of a small, educated population living in the rich part of the world...."
Sontag reminds us that sincerity can turn a mere spectator into awitness, and that it is the heart rather than
fancy rhetoric that can lead the mind to understanding.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The impact of violent images. Sontag's first full-length work on imagery since her acclaimed On
Photography 25 years ago.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Sontag, one of our most perceptive and valiant thinkers, offered a seminal critique of camera-mediated
images in On Photography. Now, 25 years later, photographs and video of the bloody consequences of
terrorism and war routinely fill the media, and Sontag offers a fresh, meticulous, and deeply affecting
dissection of the role images of suffering play in our lives. Do photographs and television footage of the
injured and dead serve as "shock therapy" or merely elicit amomentary shudder before they're forgotten? Do
images of systematic violence engender compassion and antiwar sentiments or arouse hunger for revenge?
Writing with electrifying clarity and conciseness, Sontag traces the evolution of the "iconography of
suffering” from paintings by Goya, to photographs of concentration camps, to the first live and in-color war
coverage to rage across television screens, that of the Vietham War, to images of the destruction of the
World Trade Center taken by amateurs and professionals alike. Sontag parses the difference in our response
to images of terrorism at home versus abroad, and forthrightly addresses our pornographic fascination with
images of the wounded and dead. Ultimately, Sontag, scrupulous in her reasoning and exhilarating in her
arguments, arrives at a paradox: although we're inundated more than ever before by stark visual evidence of
the "pain of others," we've yet to increase our capacity to do something about it. Donna Seaman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Victor Kohlmeier:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Regarding the
Pain of Others suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Regarding the Pain of Othersisthe main one of several books that will everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of

information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Janelle Garrity:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Regarding the Pain of Others can be excellent book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Bernetta Smith:

This Regarding the Pain of Othersis fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Regarding the Pain of Others can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itsalf in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

OtisKey:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Regarding the Pain of Others. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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