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PERFORMING
MIXED REALITY

Working at the cutting edge of live performance, an emerging generation of
artistsis employing digital technologiesto create distinctive forms of interactive,
distributed, and often deeply subjective theatrical performance. The work of
these artistsis not only fundamentally transforming the experience of theater, itis
also reshaping the nature of human interaction with computers. In this book,
Steve Benford and Gabriella Giannachi offer a new theoretical framework for
understanding these experiences -- which they term mixed reality performances -
- and document a series of landmark performances and installations that mix the
real and the virtua, live performance and interactivity.

Benford and Giannachi draw on a number of works that have been developed at
the University of Nottingham's Mixed Reality Laboratory, describing
collaborations with artists (most notably the group Blast Theory) that have
gradually evolved a distinctive interdisciplinary approach to combining practice
with research. They offer detailed and extended accounts of these works from
different perspectives, including interviews with the artists and Mixed Reality
Laboratory researchers. The authors develop an overarching theory to guide the
study and design of mixed reality performances based on the approach of
interleaved trgectories through hybrid structures of space, time, interfaces, and
roles. Combinations of canonical, participant, and historic trajectories show how
such performances establish complex configurations of real and virtual, local and
global, factual and fictional, and personal and social.
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Working at the cutting edge of live performance, an emerging generation of artistsis employing digital
technologies to create distinctive forms of interactive, distributed, and often deeply subjective theatrical
performance. The work of these artistsis not only fundamentally transforming the experience of theater, it is
also reshaping the nature of human interaction with computers. In this book, Steve Benford and Gabriella
Giannachi offer anew theoretical framework for understanding these experiences -- which they term mixed
reality performances -- and document a series of landmark performances and installations that mix the real
and the virtua, live performance and interactivity.

Benford and Giannachi draw on a number of works that have been developed at the University of
Nottingham's Mixed Reality Laboratory, describing collaborations with artists (most notably the group Blast
Theory) that have gradually evolved a distinctive interdisciplinary approach to combining practice with
research. They offer detailed and extended accounts of these works from different perspectives, including
interviews with the artists and Mixed Reality Laboratory researchers. The authors develop an overarching
theory to guide the study and design of mixed reality performances based on the approach of interleaved
trajectories through hybrid structures of space, time, interfaces, and roles. Combinations of canonical,
participant, and historic trajectories show how such performances establish complex configurations of real
and virtual, local and global, factual and fictional, and personal and social.
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Editorial Review
Review

Mixed Reality emerged as a novel technological platform for cultural production, but asthis timely volume
demonstrates, in an era of ubiquitous computing all technological experiences are to some extent mixed
reality systems. Performing Mixed Reality is alandmark text by two of the leading figuresin the area. Deftly
interweaving theoretical and technological considerations, and drawing on their unparalleled experience
across arange of innovative projects, Benford and Giannachi provide an invaluable resource for future
research and practice in this rapidly developing field.

(Paul Dourish, Professor of Informatics, Donald Bren School of Information and Computer Sciences,
University of California, Irvine)

Benford and Giannachi's masterful crafting and interweaving of a decade of their cutting-edge research into
mixed reality performances provides areal eye-opener into the art and science of designing captivating and
innovative technology-augmented experiences. Mixed reality is ahybrid space that opens up new ways of
traversing and encountering the world; this book, likewise, compellingly crisscrosses between different
genres and narratives, revealing many insightful ideas, concepts, and experiences.

(Yvonne Rogers, Professor of Human-Computer Interaction and Director of the UCL Interaction Centre,
University College London)

About the Author

Steve Benford is Professor of Collaborative Computing in the School of Computer Science at the University
of Nottingham. Gabriella Giannachi is Professor in Performance and New Media and Director of the Centre
for Intermediain the English Department at Exeter University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
VeraVelez:

The book Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Performing Mixed Reality (MIT
Press)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Performing Mixed
Reality (MIT Press) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Willie Collier:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these peopl e keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Performing Mixed Readlity (MIT
Press) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Clarence Jenkins:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say

absolutely sure. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, often the book you haveread is
Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press).

Stanley Cooper:

Y ou can obtain this Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissueif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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