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Do our writings and our utterances reflect or describe our world, or do they
intervene in it? Do they, perhaps, help to make it? If so, how? Within what limits,
and with what implications? Contemporary theorists have considered the ways in
which the languages we speak might be ‘performative’ in just this way, and their
thinking on the topic has had an important impact on a broad range of academic
disciplines.

In this accessible introduction to a sometimes complex field, James Loxley:

offers a concise and original account of critical debates around the idea of●

performativity
traces the history of the concept through the work of such influential theorists●

as J. L. Austin, John Searle, Stanley Fish, Jacques Derrida, Paul de Man and
Judith Butler
examines the implications of performativity for fields such as literary and●

cultural theory, philosophy, performance studies, and the theory of gender and
sexuality.
emphasises the political and ethical implications that its most important●

theorists have drawn from the notion of performativity
suggests ways in which major debates around the topic have obscured its●

alternative interpretations and uses.

For students trying to make sense of performativity and related concepts such as
the speech act, ‘ordinary language’, and iterability, and for those seeking to
understand the place of these ideas in contemporary performance theory, this
clear guide will prove indispensable. Performativity offers not only a path
through challenging critical terrain, but a new understanding of just what is at
stake in the exploration of this field.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

James Loxley is senior lecturer in English Literature at the University of Edinburgh. He is the author of
several books and articles on seventeenth century drama and poetry and on literary theory and philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Performativity (The New Critical Idiom)
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Jackie Sneller:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Performativity (The New Critical Idiom) book
since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Lily Terry:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Performativity (The New Critical Idiom), you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.



Alex Tipton:

The book with title Performativity (The New Critical Idiom) posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.
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