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The bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus, one of the most renowned and
controversial Bible scholars in the world today examines oral tradition and its
role in shaping the stories about Jesus we encounter in the New Testament—and
ultimately in our understanding of Christianity.

Throughout much of human history, our most important stories were passed
down orally—including the stories about Jesus before they became written down
in the Gospels. In this fascinating and deeply researched work, leading Bible
scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the role oral history has played in the New
Testament—how the telling of these stories not only spread Jesus’ message but
helped shape it.

A master explainer of Christian history, texts, and traditions, Ehrman draws on a
range of disciplines, including psychology and anthropology, to examine the role
of memory in the creation of the Gospels. Explaining how oral tradition evolves
based on the latest scientific research, he demonstrates how the act of telling and
retelling impacts the story, the storyteller, and the listener—crucial insights that
challenge our typical historical understanding of the silent period between when
Jesus lived and died and when his stories began to be written down.

As he did in his previous books on religious scholarship, debates on New
Testament authorship, and the existence of Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman combines
his deep knowledge and meticulous scholarship in a compelling and eye-opening
narrative that will change the way we read and think about these sacred texts.
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The bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus, one of the most renowned and controversial Bible scholars in the
world today examines oral tradition and its role in shaping the stories about Jesus we encounter in the New
Testament—and ultimately in our understanding of Christianity.

Throughout much of human history, our most important stories were passed down orally—including the
stories about Jesus before they became written down in the Gospels. In this fascinating and deeply
researched work, leading Bible scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the role oral history has played in the
New Testament—how the telling of these stories not only spread Jesus’ message but helped shape it.

A master explainer of Christian history, texts, and traditions, Ehrman draws on a range of disciplines,
including psychology and anthropology, to examine the role of memory in the creation of the Gospels.
Explaining how oral tradition evolves based on the latest scientific research, he demonstrates how the act of
telling and retelling impacts the story, the storyteller, and the listener—crucial insights that challenge our
typical historical understanding of the silent period between when Jesus lived and died and when his stories
began to be written down.

As he did in his previous books on religious scholarship, debates on New Testament authorship, and the
existence of Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman combines his deep knowledge and meticulous scholarship in a
compelling and eye-opening narrative that will change the way we read and think about these sacred texts.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darren Billups:

The e-book untitled Jesus Before the Gospels: How the Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, and
Invented Their Stories of the Savior is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Jesus Before the Gospels: How the Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, and Invented Their Stories of
the Savior from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Edward Donnelly:

The book Jesus Before the Gospels: How the Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, and Invented Their
Stories of the Savior has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Kelly Jackson:

The reason? Because this Jesus Before the Gospels: How the Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, and
Invented Their Stories of the Savior is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

May Davidson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Jesus Before the Gospels: How the
Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, and Invented Their Stories of the Savior reserve written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still hesitation Jesus Before the Gospels: How the Earliest Christians Remembered,



Changed, and Invented Their Stories of the Savior as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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