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This unique and engaging text traces aesthetics from its ancient beginnings
through the changes it underwent in the eighteenth, nineteenth, and the first half
of the twentieth century. The first part of the book traces the history of the two
organized notions of aesthetics-the theory of beauty and the imitation theory of
art-and describes the transformations they went through from ancient Greek
times until the 1950s. The responses of the cultural theories in the 1960s to these
earlier developments are then discussed in detail. Four additional topics-
intentionalistic criticism, symbolism, metaphor, and expression-are also
addressed. Finally, five traditional art evaluational theories are presented, and the
author constructs an evaluational theory of his own by building on ideas drawn
from the work of Monroe Beardsley and Nelson Goodman.
Written by one of the foremost philosophers of aesthetics, Introduction to
Aesthetics is ideal for undergraduate courses in the philosophy of art and
aesthetics, and is also suitable for graduate seminars and courses in these areas. It
offers students both a historical introduction to and the latest work on theories of
art, theories of the experience of art, and theories of art evaluation.
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This unique and engaging text traces aesthetics from its ancient beginnings through the changes it underwent
in the eighteenth, nineteenth, and the first half of the twentieth century. The first part of the book traces the
history of the two organized notions of aesthetics-the theory of beauty and the imitation theory of art-and
describes the transformations they went through from ancient Greek times until the 1950s. The responses of
the cultural theories in the 1960s to these earlier developments are then discussed in detail. Four additional
topics-intentionalistic criticism, symbolism, metaphor, and expression-are also addressed. Finally, five
traditional art evaluational theories are presented, and the author constructs an evaluational theory of his own
by building on ideas drawn from the work of Monroe Beardsley and Nelson Goodman.
Written by one of the foremost philosophers of aesthetics, Introduction to Aesthetics is ideal for
undergraduate courses in the philosophy of art and aesthetics, and is also suitable for graduate seminars and
courses in these areas. It offers students both a historical introduction to and the latest work on theories of
art, theories of the experience of art, and theories of art evaluation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A lucid and incisive account of both the principal historical contributions to aesthetic theory and
contemporary developments in philosophical aesthetics."--E. Feingold, The Pratt Institute

"Limpid and compactly insightful. Dickie is in top, analytic form."--Thomas Grady Spires, Gordon College

"A handy reference guide for students with a strong background in philosophy. Would serve well as a
supplementary text in a course which emphasizes historical background and topical issues."--Eliot Deutsch,
University of Hawaii

About the Author

George Dickie is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at University of Illinois, Chicago. He is the author of The
Century of Taste (OUP, 1996), Aesthetics: A Critical Anthology, Second Edition (co-editor, 1989),
Evaluating Art (1988), The Art Circle: A Theory of Art (1984), and Art and the Aesthetic (1974).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Douglas Barney:

This Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



John McGinnis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach can
be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Shelia Tonn:

This Introduction to Aesthetics: An Analytic Approach is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for
some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Introduction to Aesthetics: An
Analytic Approach can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.
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