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Alfred Hitchcock's American films are not only among the most admired works
in world cinema, they also offer some of our most acute responses to the
changing shape of American society in the 1940s, 50s, and 60s. The authors of
this anthology show how famous films such as Strangers on a Train, Vertigo,
North by Northwest, and Rear Window, along with more obscure ones such as
Rope, The Wrong Man, and Family Plot, register the ideologies and insurgencies,
the normative assumptions and the cultural alternatives, that shaped these
tumultuous decades. They argue that, just as these films occupy a visual
landscape defined by the grand monuments of American civic life--Mt.
Rushmore, the Statue of Liberty, the United Nations--they are also marked by
their preoccupation with the social mores and private practices of mid-century
America. Not only are big-city and suburban life the explicit subjects of films
like Rear Window and Shadow of a Doubt, so are the forms of experience that
emerge within these social spaces, whether the urban voyeurism examined by the
former or the intertwining of banality and violence depicted in the latter. Indeed,
just about every form of American life that was achieving social power at this
time--the national security state; the science and art of psychoanalysis; the
privileging of the free-wheeling, improvisatory self; the postwar codification and
fissuring of gender roles; road-culture and its ancillary creation, the motel--is
given detailed, critical, and mordant examination in Hitchcocks films. The
Hitchcock who emergesis not merely the inspired technician and psychol ogical
excavator that critics of the past two generations have justly hailed; heisalso a
cultura critic of remarkable insight and undeniable prescience.
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Alfred Hitchcock's American films are not only among the most admired works in world cinema, they also
offer some of our most acute responses to the changing shape of American society in the 1940s, 50s, and
60s. The authors of this anthology show how famous films such as Srangers on a Train, Vertigo, North by
Northwest, and Rear Window, along with more obscure ones such as Rope, The Wrong Man, and Family
Plot, register the ideologies and insurgencies, the normative assumptions and the cultural aternatives, that
shaped these tumultuous decades. They argue that, just as these films occupy a visual |andscape defined by
the grand monuments of American civic life--Mt. Rushmore, the Statue of Liberty, the United Nations--they
are also marked by their preoccupation with the social mores and private practices of mid-century America.
Not only are big-city and suburban life the explicit subjects of films like Rear Window and Shadow of a
Doubt, so are the forms of experience that emerge within these social spaces, whether the urban voyeurism
examined by the former or the intertwining of banality and violence depicted in the latter. Indeed, just about
every form of American life that was achieving socia power at thistime--the national security state; the
science and art of psychoanalysis; the privileging of the free-wheeling, improvisatory self; the postwar
codification and fissuring of gender roles; road-culture and its ancillary creation, the motel--is given detailed,
critical, and mordant examination in Hitchcocks films. The Hitchcock who emergesis not merely the
inspired technician and psychological excavator that critics of the past two generations have justly hailed; he
isalso acultura critic of remarkable insight and undeniable prescience.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

In this 100th-anniversary year of Alfred Hitchcock's birth, the director's work has inspired several movie
remakes and awhole new crop of admirers. These two tributes to Hitchcock's art offer something new to
fans. Hitchcock's America focuses on Hitchcock as cultural critic, with essays from film and literature
scholars. The pieces are randomly arranged and comment on family values, gender roles, and American
ideals asthey are reflected in awide array of Hitchcock's American films. While most followers hail the
psychological power of his cinema, this anthology successfully shows his ability to record the changing
expectations of American society in the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. The stark contrasts between big city and
small town, sexuality and purity, hidden desires and social mores are explored as Hitchcock filmed them.
Adiler (Vertigo: The Making of a Hitchcock Classic, LJ 5/1/98) returns with an ambitious look at the
creative process of filmmaking, from the director's early German films through the golden decade of his
work in the Fifties and Sixties. Using Hitchcock's own copious notes, plus copies of studio memos, hand-
marked scripts, and plenty of production photos and stills, he re-creates the step-by-step production of a
movie. Chapters on the screenplay, visual set-up, production, post-production editing, and unfinished
projects provide fascinating insight into how movies were made, Hitchcock-style. Those with no knowledge
of the "behind-the-scenes" activity of cinemawill be fascinated by this detailed accounting. Auiler's book is
for general audiences, while Hitchcock's Americawould be a good purchase for film collections in academic
libraries.AKeélli N. Perkins, Herrick Dist. Lib., Holland, M|

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"...successfully shows [Hitchcock's] ability to record the changing expectations of American society in the
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s....Would be a good purchase for film collections in academic libraries."--Library
Journal
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Helen Williams:

The book Hitchcock's America gives you the sense of being enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big



problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Hitchcock's America being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Hitchcock's America. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Aubrey Smith:

This Hitchcock's Americatend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Hitchcock's America can be one of many great books you must have is actualy giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hitchcock's America giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Pauline Jones:

The particular book Hitchcock's America has alot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead
of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Gina Reiter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Hitchcock's America or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you fedl would
like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especialy. Those
ebooks are hel ping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Hitchcock's Americato make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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