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Set against an atmospheric backdrop of New York City in the months just before
America’ s entry into World War II, A Time To Be Born is a scathing and
hilarious study of cynical New Yorkers stalking each other for various selfish
ends. At the center of the story are a wealthy, self-involved newspaper publisher
and his scheming, novelist wife, Amanda Keeler. Powell always denied that
Amanda Keeler was based upon the real-life Clare Boothe Luce, until years later
when she discovered a memo she’d written to herself in 1939 that said, “Why not
do a novel on Clare Luce?” Which prompted Powell to write in her diary “Who
can I believe? Me or myself?”
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Set against an atmospheric backdrop of New York City in the months just before America’ s entry into
World War II, A Time To Be Born is a scathing and hilarious study of cynical New Yorkers stalking each
other for various selfish ends. At the center of the story are a wealthy, self-involved newspaper publisher and
his scheming, novelist wife, Amanda Keeler. Powell always denied that Amanda Keeler was based upon the
real-life Clare Boothe Luce, until years later when she discovered a memo she’d written to herself in 1939
that said, “Why not do a novel on Clare Luce?” Which prompted Powell to write in her diary “Who can I
believe? Me or myself?”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Here's one to savor when you're feeling sour--a reissue of a 1942 novel teeming with egregiously
opportunistic, social-climbing Manhattanites who see WW II as just one more cause to manipulate and who
are appalled not by Hitler's barbarism but by his mean birth and bad manners. The narcissistic queen bitch of
the hour (who Gore Vidal purports is modeled casually on Clare Boothe Luce) is Amanda Keeler Evans: she
snatches a newspaper baron from his wife; achieves monumental success as a romance novelist after hubby's
papers print rave reviews of the ghost-written book; and, subsequently, pontificates on politics without
expertise but to great acclaim. Amanda even finds a way to use newly arrived Vicky Haven, an old chum
from her anonymous Ohio past. Unbeknownst to Vicky, she's to serve as beard for Amanda's affair with Ken
Saunders, an old beau whom Amanda doesn't love but whom she keeps on a leash to bolster her ego. But
sparks ignite between beard and beau, the egotistical newspaper baron seeks revenge against an unfaithful
wife and Amanda's empire threatens to fold like a house of cards. Period details are keen (in Vicky's
apartment house: "At each landing was the conventional old-time niche designed for easing the passage of
coffins up and down stairs"), and Powell's ( The Golden Spur ) spoof of the high and mighty still sizzles half
a century after it was written.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Originally published in 1940, 1942, and 1954, respectively, this trio were reprinted by Vintage (Classic
Returns, LJ 5/1/90) and the now defunct Yarrow Press (Classic Returns, LJ 4/15/91) in the early 1990s,
when Powell experienced a bit of a resurgence only to disappear again. Like many of her works, these
satirize New York's pseudointellectual elite. Powell is one of American literature's most lethal wits?she
could hold her own against Dorothy Parker any time?and should be in all library collections.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“The Powell Effect is strikingly evident in her handling of the Clare Boothe Luce character in her roman à
clef A Time to Be Born. The character is, in every conventional sense, a monster of sexual and literary
deception, and a consummate liar and user, yet seen through Powell’s clarifying lens her actions become
understandable – one even comes to accord her energies a respect akin to that we have for Becky Sharp. To
feel, really feel, the heartbreak of an objectively contemptible character is an exquisitely mixed literary
experience, and Powell was peerless in keeping her readers off stride.” -- Gerry Howard in Salon

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that A Time to Be Born book as
beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Amanda Mathis:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This A Time to Be Born book is readable by means of you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of A Time to Be Born content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Time to Be Born is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Jackie Ballesteros:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for you is A Time to Be Born this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when
he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Mildred Vang:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A Time to Be Born when you needed it?
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