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Ronald Thompson knows he never killed Nina Peterson... yet in two days the
state of Connecticut will take hislife, having found him guilty via due process of
law. But Thompson's death will not stop the pain and anger of Nina's husband,
Steve. Thompson's death will not still the fears of Nna's six-year-old son, Neil,
witness to his mother's brutal slaying. Not even the love and friendship of Sharon
Martin, ajournalist who is slowly becoming a part of their world, will ever erase
their bitter memories. Only time, perhaps, will heal their wounds. But in the
shadows a stranger waits, a cunning psychopath who has killed before, who has
unfinished business at the Peterson home...
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The #1 New York Times bestselling author Mary Higgins Clark has written thirty-seven suspense novels, four
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Higgins Clark, she has coauthored five more suspense novels, and also wrote The Cinderella Murder, All
Dressed in White, The Seeping Beauty Killer, and Every Breath You Take with bestselling author Alafair
Burke. More than one hundred million copies of her books arein print in the United States alone. Her books
areinternational bestsellers.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
From Chapter One

"Do you believe that the circumstances in Ronald Thompson's case, the fact that he committed the murder
only days after his seventeenth birthday, making him barely eligible for adult punishment, should have been
considered?' (Tom) Brokaw (of the Today Show) asked quickly.

Steve said, "Asyou know, | will not comment specifically on the Thompson case. It would be entirely
inappropriate.”

"I understand your concern, Mr. Peterson,” the interviewer said, "but you had taken your position on this
issue several years before..." He paused, then continued quietly, "before Ronald Thompson murdered your
wife."

Ronald Thompson murdered your wife. The starkness of the words still surprised Steve. After two and a half
years, he could still feel the sense of shock and outrage that Nina had died that way, her life snuffed out by
the intruder who came into their home, by the hands that had relentlessly twisted her scarf around her throat.

Trying to blot the image from his mind, he looked directly ahead. "At onetime, | had hoped that the ban on
executions in our country might become a permanent one. But as you point out, long before the tragedy in
my own family, | had come to the conclusion that if we were to preserve the most fundamental right of
human beings...freedom to come and go without fear, freedom to feel sanctuary in our homes, we had to stop
the perpetrators of violence. Unfortunately the only way to stop potential murderers seems to be to threaten
them with the same harsh judgment they mete out to their victims. And since the first execution was carried
out two years ago, the number of murders has dropped dramatically in major cities across the country.”

Sharon leaned forward. "Y ou make it sound so reasonable," she cried. "Don't you redlize that forty-five
percent of murders are committed by people under 25 years of age, many of whom have tragic family
backgrounds and a history of instability?"

The solitary viewer in Biltmore's room 932 took his eyes from Steve Peterson and studied the girl
thoughtfully. This was the writer Steve was getting serious about. She wasn't at all like hiswife. She was
obviously taller and had the slender body of someone who might be athletic. His wife had been small and
doll-like with rounded breasts and jet black hair that curled around her forehead and ears when she turned
her head.



Sharon Martin's eyes reminded him of the color of the ocean that day he'd driven down to the beach last
summer. He'd heard that Jones Beach was a good place to meet girls but it hadn't worked out. The one he'd
started to fool with in the water had called "Bob!" and a minute later this guy had been beside him, asking
what his problem was. So he'd moved his blanket and just stared out at the ocean, watching the changing
colors. Green. That was it. Green mixed with blue and churning. He liked eyes that color.

What was Steve saying? Oh yes, he'd said something about feeling sorry for the victims, not their murderers,
"for people incapable of defending themselves.”

"My sympathies are with them too," Sharon cried "But it's not either/or. Don't you see that life imprisonment
would be punishment enough for the Ronald Thompsons of thisworld?' She forgot Tom Brokaw, forgot the
television cameras as once again she tried to convince Steve. "How can you...who are so
compassionate...who value life so much...want to play God?" she asked. "How can anyone presume to play
God?'

It was an argument that began and ended the same way as it had that first time six months ago when they'd
met on this program. Finally Tom Brokaw said, "Our time is running out. Can we sum up by saying that
notwithstanding the public demonstrations, prison riots and student rallys that are regularly occurring all over
the country, you gtill believe, Mr. Peterson, that the sharp drop in random murder justifies execution?'

"I believe in the moral right...the duty...of society to protect itself, and of the government to protect the
sacred liberty of itscitizens," Steve said.

"Sharon Martin?' Brokaw turned quickly to her. "l believe that the death penalty is senseless and brutalizing.
| believe that we can make the home and streets safe by removing violent offenders and punishing them with
swift, sure sentences, by voting for the bond issues that will build the necessary correctional institutions and
will pay the people who staff them. | believe that it is our reverence for life, al life, that isthe final test of us
asindividuals and as a society."

Tom Brokaw said hurriedly, " Sharon Martin, Steven Peterson, thank you for being with us on Today. I'll be
back after this message..."

The television set in room 932 of the Biltmore was snapped off. For along time the muscular, thick-chested
man in the green-plaid suit sat staring straight ahead at the darkened screen. Once again he reviewed his
plan, the plan that began with putting the pictures and the suitcase in the secret room in Grand Central
Station and would end with bringing Steve Peterson's son Neil there tonight. But now he had to decide.
Sharon Martin was going to be at Steve's house this evening. She would be minding Neil until Steve got
home.

He'd planned simply to eliminate her there.
But should he? She was so beautiful.
He thought of those eyes, the color of the ocean, churning, caring.

It seemed to him that when she looked directly into the camera she had been looking at him. It seemed as
though she wanted him to come for her.

Maybe she loved him.

If shedidn't it would be easy to get rid of her.



Hed just leave her in the room in Grand Central with the child on Wednesday morning.

Then at 11:30 when the bomb went off, she, too, would be blown to bits.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephanie Cromwell:

In other case, little folks like to read book A Stranger Is Watching. Y ou can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant abook A Stranger Is Watching. Y ou
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to
gotothelibrary. Let'slearn.

Micheal Ruiz:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Stranger |s Watching as the daily resource information.

Helen Chandler:

Y ou can get this A Stranger |s Watching by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just ssmply viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ruth Lowry:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the book
A Stranger |s Watching we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to



change your life at thistime book A Stranger |s Watching. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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