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The battle between religion and science, competing methods of knowing
ourselves and our world, has been raging for many centuries. Now scientists
themselves are looking at cognitive foundations of religion--and arriving at some
surprising conclusions.

Over the course of the past two decades, scholars have employed insights
gleaned from cognitive science, evolutionary biology, and related disciplinesto
illuminate the study of religion. In Why Religion is Natural and Science Is Not,
Raobert N. McCauley, one of the founding fathers of the cognitive science of
religion, argues that our minds are better suited to religious belief than to
scientific inquiry. Drawing on the latest research and illustrating his argument
with commonsense examples, McCauley argues that religion has existed for
many thousands of yearsin every society because the kinds of explanations it
provides are precisely the kinds that come naturally to human minds. Science, on
the other hand, is a much more recent and rare devel opment because it reaches
radical conclusions and requires a kind of abstract thinking that only arises
consistently under very specific social conditions. Religion makes intuitive sense
to us, while science requires alot of work. McCauley then draws out the larger
implications of these findings. The naturalness of religion, he suggests, means
that science poses no real threat to it, while the unnaturalness of science putsitin
asurprisingly precarious position.

Rigorously argued and elegantly written, this provocative book will appea to

anyone interested in the ongoing debate between religion and science, and in the
nature and workings of the human mind.
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The battle between religion and science, competing methods of knowing ourselves and our world, has been
raging for many centuries. Now scientists themselves are looking at cognitive foundations of religion--and
arriving at some surprising conclusions.

Over the course of the past two decades, scholars have employed insights gleaned from cognitive science,
evolutionary biology, and related disciplinesto illuminate the study of religion. In Why Religion is Natural
and Science Is Not, Robert N. McCauley, one of the founding fathers of the cognitive science of religion,
argues that our minds are better suited to religious belief than to scientific inquiry. Drawing on the latest
research and illustrating his argument with commonsense examples, McCauley argues that religion has
existed for many thousands of years in every society because the kinds of explanationsit provides are
precisely the kinds that come naturally to human minds. Science, on the other hand, is a much more recent
and rare development because it reaches radical conclusions and requires akind of abstract thinking that only
arises consistently under very specific socia conditions. Religion makes intuitive sense to us, while science
requires alot of work. McCauley then draws out the larger implications of these findings. The natural ness of
religion, he suggests, means that science poses no real threat to it, while the unnaturalness of science putsit
inasurprisingly precarious position.

Rigorously argued and elegantly written, this provocative book will appeal to anyone interested in the
ongoing debate between religion and science, and in the nature and workings of the human mind.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Why Religion Is Natural and Science Is Not provides a powerful new paradigm to explore the relationship
between science and religion.”--Journal of Religion

"McCauley's book is a superb introduction to the problems of intuition, reflection, science, and religion,
opening up an entirely new way of looking at the debates concerning science and religion from a cognitive
perspective." --Journal of the Cognitive Science of Religion

"McCauley'srichly illustrated and wonderfully accessible book is an intellectual treat. He brings the
emerging Cognitive Sciences to bear on the issue of the cognitive awkwardness humans typically feel when
trying to grasp the concepts of Theoretical Science, as compared to the cognitive naturalness we typically
feel when contemplating the doctrines of Religion. Unlike others, McCauley has no particular doctrinal axe
to grind here: heis simply concerned to understand a gulf that is familiar to all of us. Thisis abook that will
engage everyone." -- Paul M. Churchland, author of The Engine of Reason, The Seat of the Soul

"Robert McCauley is a philosopher of science and was a pioneer in creating a cognitive science of religious
thought and behaviour. No one could better explain what he calls the naturalness of religion and the
unnaturalness of science. In the past, discussions of 'science’ and 'religion’ have been as sterile as they were
poorly informed. McCauley re-examines this contrast in cognitive and evolutionary terms. He shows how
our mental systems make religious belief so easy and scientific thinking so difficult, and explores the
consequences of these divergent ways of thinking for the future of religious organizations and scientific
knowledge." -- Pascal Boyer, author of Religion Explained

"In Why Religion Is Natural and Science Is Not, McCauley strikes a pleasing balance between erudition and
precision, and between accessibility and sophistication. Thisisthe best book | have read on the cognitive
science of religion and on the cognitive science of science. McCauley makes an exciting contribution to each
area and places the so-called science-religion debate on entirely new ground. " -- Justin L. Barrett, author of
Why Would Anyone Believe in God?

About the Author

Robert N. McCauley is William Rand Kenan Jr. University Professor and Director of the Center for Mind,
Brain, and Culture at Emory University. He is the co-author of Rethinking Religion and Bringing Ritual to
Mind.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruth Nicholson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Why Religion is Natural and Science is Not as the daily resource
information.

Martha Skaggs:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read
anew book. Itisrealy funinyour case. If you enjoy the book that you ssimply read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Why Religion is Natural and Science is Not it is extremely good to read.
There are alot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Susan Spiegel:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Why Religion is Natural and Scienceis
Not reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Why Religion is Natural and Science is Not as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Hilton Rogers:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pictures on there.
Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe know that on thistime,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Why Religion is Natural and Science is Not can make you experience more interested to read.
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