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Thisinexpensive and brief text examinesthe main problemsin
contemporary philosophy and uses morethan 100 “Food for Thought”
exercisesto promote critical thinking and help students become

active lear ner s of philosophy. The book isintended for use by professors
teaching a problems-oriented course, but is structured to appeal to any reader
willing to explore subjects such as free will, personal identity, existence of God,
and more.

Ultimate Questions explores how the timeless problems of Western philosophy
are located inside our ordinary ways of thinking and being. It encourages readers
to think about philosophy first-hand by using vivid and engaging examples.

It also introduces readers to prominent up-to-date theories being applied to the
same problems encountered by contemporary analytic philosophers. After
reading this text, students will gain a better sense of how mysterious their own
natures really are.
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|. Author Bio

Nils Ch. Rauhut studied philosophy and history at the University of Regensburg (Germany). He received an
M.A. degreein philosophy from the University of Colorado at Boulder, and a Ph.D. in philosophy from the
University of Washington in Seattle. He taught at Weber State University in Ogden, Utah, and heis currently
teaching at Coastal Carolina University in Conway, South Carolina.

Website: http://ww2.coastal .edu/nrauhut/

I1. Author Letter
Dear Colleague,

I have taught Introduction to Philosophy in various class sizes and at various academic institutions for more
than fifteen years. | enjoy it tremendously but | also know that teaching the course is challenging.

A genuine introduction to philosophy requires a conversation between us, the students, and the content.
However, students are often reluctant to engage in genuine conversations about great ideas. Why think,
argue, or speak in classif listening to lectures seems so much more convenient? My textbook, Ultimate
Questions: Thinking about Philosophy 3e, is constructed to get students actively engaged in doing
philosophy together with you in the classroom. More than 100 Food for Thought Exercisesin the text are
designed to generate lively classroom discussions and sharpen critical thinking. The exercises are designed to
make the philosophy classroom more interactive and they help students realize whether they have grasped
important concepts clearly.

My text does not presuppose that students already have a natural curiosity to think and talk about great
philosophical questions. Instead, it is designed to awaken such curiosity by showing them how the great
questions arise naturaly in our ordinary ways of being. The book is an invitation for students to realize that
the great questions of philosophy are invariably intertwined with the way all of uslive every day. To study
the great questions then, is ultimately an attempt to get to know ourselves.

Students read much less than we instructors hope. | have tried to write Ultimate Questions such that students
are seduced into reading. | have tried to write clearly without oversimplifying any philosophical position or
problem. My hopeisthat the book can provide for students partly what alecture normally provides, so that
instructors have more freedom to use class time for discussions, group work, role play or any other form of



active learning.

| would be delighted to hear from anyone using this book in their classes, and would especialy value any
suggestions for improvement, my e-mail is nrauhut@coastal .edu.

Sincerely,
Nils Rauhut

Coastal Carolina University
Users Review

From reader reviews:
Sandra Hughes:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Ultimate Questions: Thinking about
Philosophy (3rd Edition) as your daily resource information.

Clayton Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Ultimate Questions:
Thinking about Philosophy (3rd Edition) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Ultimate Questions: Thinking about Philosophy (3rd Edition)isasingle
of several booksin which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of peoplein the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Luis Gonzalez:

The particular book Ultimate Questions: Thinking about Philosophy (3rd Edition) will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to
find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Ultimate Questions: Thinking about Philosophy
(3rd Edition) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.



Catherine Almond:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Ultimate Questions: Thinking about Philosophy (3rd Edition) this reserve
consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented so
why isthe world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of
you.
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